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Overview

Duplicate File Finder is an application to find and remove duplicates on your Mac. It also
allows you to organize files, merge folders, compare files for duplicates, and find similar
pictures and music files.

When you launch the application, you will see the first dialog window that invites you to

choose a folder you want to scan. From the sidebar, you can switch between different
options to work with duplicate files:

Find duplicates - the application will scan the chosen folders and disk and find
duplicates of all types of files, duplicate folders, similar media files, and similar
folders.

Duplicate pictures - the app will scan your folders, disk, or Photos Library and find
duplicate and similar pictures.

Duplicate music - the app will scan your folders, disk, or Music Library and find
duplicate and similar music files.

Merge folders - here, you can choose two folders to merge and organize your files.
Compare folders — compare two folders and check whether they are duplicates
or not.

Compare files — compare two files if they are 100% identical.
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Here is how to use Duplicate File Finder:

1. In the Find duplicates option, choose the folders you want to scan.
2. Click the Find Duplicates button.

3. See the results and select all unneeded duplicates.
4. Click the Review & Remove button and confirm the action.
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Now let’s see in more detail how to find and remove duplicate files and folders from your
Mac.

Step 1. Choose a folder for scanning and click the Scan button

When you launch the application, you will see the first dialog window showing the “Find
duplicates” option and inviting you to choose the folders you want to scan. You can scan
your Home folder or switch to the Choose Folder tab and select individual folders. Note

that you can even add an external disk for scanning. Duplicate File Finder supports both
external and internal volumes.
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Step 2. Get the results

When duplicate scanning starts, an animated chart is displayed to reflect search results.
The entire search process time depends on the volume’s size.
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After the scan is complete, Duplicate File Finder will show you the list of found duplicate
items.

Step 3. Select duplicates

At the top of the window, you will see different tabs, allowing you to switch between the
following categories of items:

- Duplicate files (with a drop-down menu allowing you to see separately duplicate
pictures, music, movies, documents, and archives).

- Duplicate folders.

- Similar media (similar photo and audio files).

- Similar folders.

Preview the files and select those you want to remove. If you have thousands of
duplicates and need a quick way to select all duplicates, use the Auto Select button. It
will select all duplicates and keep only one copy in each group of duplicates on your
Mac.
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Step 4. Remove duplicates

The last step is to delete duplicates by clicking the Review & Remove button. You will see
the list of all selected duplicates. Preview them and confirm by clicking on Remove. If you
want to keep some files, just uncheck the checkboxes by the names of the files, and they
will not be deleted.
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Statistics window

If you want to see the statistic of types of duplicate files, in the menu bar, click View and
select Overview.
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You will see a window showing the size of the types of duplicates you have. You can
choose to preview the details in either a bar chart or a pie chart. In addition, if you have
similar folders (folders that contain a mix of duplicate and unique files), this tab provides
information about their size. Also, here you can see the list of the Biggest Similar Folders
and Cleanup Hints, designed to help you make the selection of the duplicates easier and

faster.
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Cleanup Hints

In the Overview window, you can find Cleanup Hints. They indicate which files to remove
to free up as much disk space as possible. For example, you may want to remove the
largest duplicates, remove duplicates in Similar folders, or remove duplicates with the

most copies.
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Duplicate Pictures

If you want to find only duplicate pictures, use the appropriate option in the sidebar.
1. Click Duplicate pictures in the app’s sidebar.
2. Choose the folders you want to scan (you can scan even your Photos libraries).
3. Click Find duplicates.
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4. Select unneeded duplicate and similar pictures.
5. Click to remove them.
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Duplicate Music

If you want to find your duplicate music files, use the appropriate option in the sidebar.
1. Click Duplicate music in the app’s sidebar.
2. Choose the folders you want to scan. You can even scan your Music library.
3. Click Find duplicates.
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4. Select unneeded duplicate and similar audio files.
5. Click to remove them.
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Similar Folders

Duplicate File Finder allows you to find not only duplicate files and folders but also
Similar folders. Similar folders are nearly identical and contain both duplicate and unique
files. They are presented in a convenient way for you to quickly compare them and
identify unneeded copies.

What are Similar Folders?

Imagine you have several folders on your Mac or drive that contain identical and unique
files. In this case, these folders are not duplicates, as they keep different data. The
folders on the screenshots below keep two duplicate files and one unique file. In the
Duplicate File Finder program, such folders are called similar folders.
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Note: /f two folders have at least two duplicate files, the application shows them as

similar folders. If there is only one common duplicate, then the folders are not

considered similar ones.

To see similar folders, switch to the Similar Folders tab from the top menu.
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Here you will find a visual representation of duplicates in two folders. The orange section
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Below the chart, you can see the list of copies and non-repetitive files. Please note that

the app prevents the removal of unique files, so you don’t have to worry about

unintentionally removing files you need to keep. You can select only identical files for
removal.
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If the folders keep mostly duplicates and only one or several unique files, then the visual
view would be like on the screenshot example, where one circle is located inside another
one. This means that the first folder (orange circle) contains six duplicate files, while the
second folder (large blue circle) contains six duplicates and one unique file.
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One folder may have several similar folders at the same time. The app shows all similar
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folders in one list, so it’s easy to review them and decide which files to remove and which

ones to keep.
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Once you’ve decided from which folder you want to delete the duplicates, tick the
checkbox near the appropriate folder. In the screenshot, the number in the red circle
shows how many duplicates are selected in the folder. The number in the white circle
shows how many duplicates will be kept.

5 ™
ev® ¢ Back Find duplicates
Duplicate Files | Duplicate Folders Simitar Media « Similar Folders Select duplicates in Folder | Merge Folders |
736 MB Zaro Bytes 184 MB A73 MB
0 Search Sort by Size = Similar Folders o
Folder 1 P B, _smen. Folder 2
. Secreenshots copy Folder 2 17 duploative cood 305 ME £ \ 18 dupiicates used 31.7 MEB
WEZUE g donlicees of 77 ﬂ . - | B urilgue s | Show { \ | Gunigueliea  Show
157 MB 18 rhplicates o 35 P O oy e P .I ........................
: = 1
‘ sc.??.“hdk Folder 1 eopy | % /
THRVE 79 duplcses of T Rk e o " e
iLE n 12 ) A -
“ :f:’:ﬂ‘ . i . ._ . Images M | Merge Folders — # Merge Folders |
22 gl of 75 Al i
Foider 2 -]
: Folder 3
AL EME 4 dumlemss of 20 . 10 B OocumenisiNektany dacs/Duplicats DBacumantsfMekiany docs/upbicate
Az tolersFoider 1 0= faldersfFoider
10 Foldar 1 copy
L 1.8 M8 AT AT Duplicate Flles I
7 Images = 1 IMG_E153.ipg . IMG_8153.2.jpg l
s #0IME T iduipdcates of B ; 8 204 MB 8 = 104 ME
Paa [ 5 IMG_8153 Jpg
i Mk Daupignns ot A0 ME
Documants - Spain | Los-Angeies-skyine-1 [24x578 [pg . & Los-Angaies-skyine-1024x576 og
456 MO ¥ounlcmenct 10— S TR 1841 KB
2 Foldar3 v Manosnap scres... <23 16-33-22mpd 8 o Monosnap sorea, . 16-33-22 2. mpd
‘ 778 ME ¥ el = nrzme = mizame
| g Mykonos-Harbour-Vew copypg m = Mykonos-Harbour-Viaw|pg
33.7% . 48" Auto Select | T Review and Remove




15

Once you select all unneeded files, click Review & Remove in the bottom right corner.
You will be switched to the preview screen of all selected duplicates. If you are sure you
don’t need them anymore, do the last step — confirm by clicking the Remove button.

Duplicate Folders

Duplicate folders are folders that have identical content and keep the same duplicate

files. Note that these duplicate files can have different names.

Take a look at the screenshots below. These folders contain duplicate files and no other
data, so they are duplicate folders.
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The application shows duplicate folders in the appropriate tab of its window. Here, you

can select all duplicate folders and remove them.

C@oa < Back Find duplicates
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Please note that files inside duplicate folders are not displayed in the Duplicate Files
section. So, when you remove duplicate folders, nothing changes in the Duplicate Files
section.

Also, note that duplicate folders can contain other duplicate folders inside them. The
application shows the folders of the top level of the directory only. It doesn’t display the
inside duplicate folders.

Similar Media

Apart from finding absolutely identical photos and music by size and binary data,
Duplicate File Finder also finds and displays similar photos and audio files.

If you like to take many pictures to get the best one, then you may have plenty of
unnecessary similar photos. Here’s how to manage your similar photos, quickly sort them,



organize them, and remove unwanted pics. The process of clearing unneeded similar
audio files will be the same.

1. Switch to the Similar Media = Similar Photos tab.

2. Here, you will see photos grouped by similarity.

3. Review each group of similar photos and select unneeded ones. The green frame
and violet frames indicate which photos from the list are displayed in the Preview
section.
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i}
n 45 MB 2
0C117016-FCD2-44 ...
6 Jul 2022
691 MB 2]
36403910-6FBC-4FE...
s B uul 2022
L
= B.48 MB 1|2
My + Far » ORGOSTFE-TEDS-46BC-B2E1- INAEIAAEFABE- 18068 * My Passport » Family - 2022 - by Olvo S51i » Snapsoad(Thipg |+
5958FBCB-F721-49..
<l Aot Select | v Deselect Al 2 similar phatos for 6.77 MB
A Jul 2022
’! £.45 MB 1(2
099987 FE-TENS-468, .
Foy 6 Jul 2022

8.77 MB 1(2]

.94 3 e Auto Salect | T Review and Remove

F.Q

4. You can also use the Auto Select feature to automatically keep one picture in each
group and select all other files.

® 0 ® { Back Find duplicates

[s]1 |:I cata FII BS W 1 5e|ec1 duplicates in Folder Merge Folders
51mB
Q Search Sort by Date = 22 Jut 2017 x 22 22 Jul 2017 | 4032 x 3024 | .11 MB
N |MG_7017IPG
“ 5
IMG_B484 JPG
_ gy
10.3MB 2
IMG_6305.JFG My Passport = 1Phone Fhotos 2016-7 1 Kynapi » IMO_G4864.1FG [ My Paseport » IPhone Photos 2076 » Kynapw > IMG_BA65.0PG | «
22 Jul 201
7.94 MB 2 Dvssasecs All 2 similar photos for 10.3 MB
Select Smallest 0507 e —
a1,
2 Jul 2097 Salact Oldast " BB
542 MB 2)

Auto Select

IMG, 5824 JPG Desalect All
ot
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5. Once you have selected all unwanted photos, click on Review & Remove and confirm

their deletion.

./-
| ®ne® ¢ Back

@ seect all

v B ey
v [ Deskiop
~ [ Desktop/2021

& IMG_0178.UPG
IMG_0179.JPG
IMG_0238.JPG
IMG_0276.JPG
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IMG_1877.0PG

1000000000000 0000000
B KRB R AR R R R E RN E R R NN

. y

Note:

684.

Confirm the sel ,.J‘n

Sort by Mame View:

5.14 MB
2.46 MB
4.83 MB
2.38 MB
a 277 MB
2.97MB
1.52 MB
2,98 MB
2.27 MB
1.8 MB
2.57 MB
6.51 M8
235 MB
2.48 MB
2.67 MB
5.4 MB
4.58 MB
415 MB
1.66 MB
181 MB

MB il
salectal 1 9 sHlacied Cancel

May 1, 2021, 16:33:62
Apr 15, 2021, 13:37:24
May 1, 2021, 18:33:30
Apr 16, 2021, 10:015E
Apr 18, 2021, 10:03:32
Apr 16, 2021, 120116
Apr 16, 2027, 135301
Apr 17,2021, 17.40:58
Apr 17, 2021, 18:35:04
May B, 2021, 11:09:08
May 8, 2021, 18:16:58
May 8, 2021, 10:33:38
Apr 30, 2021, 15:09:27
May 1, 2021, 10:07:49
May 1, 2021, 16:46:29
May 1, 2021, 18:02:29
May 9,.2021, 12:48:53
May 23, 2021, 1718:02
Jun 13,2021, 12:28:62
dun 19, 2027, 16:00:38

Remove

In some cases, you may have similar photos on your Mac, and Duplicate File Finder will

find them; however, it will display them in the Duplicate Photos tab, not in the Similar

Photos tab. The reason is that, in this case, similar photos are stored in duplicate folders

as well. The application displays these folders in the appropriate tab. If the app allows
you to remove similar photos, the structure of duplicate folders will be broken. That’s
why the app displays these files only in the Duplicate Folders and Duplicate Files tabs.
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Select Duplicates in Folder

If you have many duplicates, it might take a significant amount of time to review each file
and select unneeded copies in a specific folder. That’'s why Duplicate File Finder
provides a special feature that will help you to complete this task much faster.

Go to the Select Duplicates in the Folder tab.

- @o® £ Back Find duplicates I
Duplicate Files « Duplicate Falder Similar Media ~ | ‘Similar Folders [' Select dupl'u:a;;sﬁr:all;er i J|]| i¥ Me_rge_FnId_ers_ |
a6 MB No Filas 74 MB

Q. Search Sort by Total Size - 1%

From 1 ME 110 MB
ﬁ:] sahand-babali-55e5g3SMN... 157 MB | _E
&= friends meetjpg 1s5ame (3)
From 100 KB to TME

= whaleseajpg Thazks (2) g

B Mykonos-Harbour-View co.. 674 5KE (5)

& red-lghthouse-B011477_1... s41a9ke (2)

2 duplicates for 711.2 KB
1 T 3856 HKB
beach-summaer, 4 L2 | ! whalejpg
5 lpd AL LSRN, | B8 Dncumends » Mektony docs » Dunlicate folders » Folder 1 » whale jpg 26 May 2023, 15:4117
¥

5 3E56KE

beach swimming.| apszke (2) whals sea oo
= mming.jpg gnaka: L & Documents » Mektomy docs » Duplicate folders » Folder 2+ whale sealpg 26 May 2023, 15:41:17

(m)

&  Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x... 3642KB |

Auto Select

You will see a new window with a list of your folders and detailed information about how
many duplicate and unique files each of them has.

Here you can also preview the duplicate files. For this, click on the “Show the Selected
Folder Content” icon at the top of the window.



You will see the folders’ content.

Dupiicatas

Seiacted

=85 3

«

Cther filas:

20
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To select all duplicates in a specific folder, just mark the appropriate checkbox near the

folder’s name. You will see how many duplicates were selected in this folder — the
number is marked in red color in the second column.

If you want to allow duplicates to remain in a specific folder, click on the Star icon near its
name. The Yellow Star means that duplicates in this folder will be kept. Duplicate files in
other folders will be selected for removal. The number of files to be kept is shown in the
third column. So, if you want to select duplicates in a folder for removal — tick the
checkboxes near the folder’s name.

If you want to keep all files in a folder and select their duplicates in other folders — click
the Star icon near the folder’s name.

@ @ { Bak Find duplicates

Select Duplicates in Folder »

Mame Duplicates Selected Kept ‘Other files
7 18
3 3
7

e, g =

whale sea_jpg
Duplicate Files

Duplicates in the folder Duplicates cutside the folder

= kalien-nggin-vwPNcHage copylpg ¥ = kmllan-iggin-vwPIVCHge jpg

hod, .- P pg v & p -de-hol . anpavons copy ipg
+ & pararamica-de-hol . -seanpavone pg
& beach-suneet ipa ¥ & baachesun jpg

& baachina ¥ & beach swimmingiog

If you don’t see checkboxes and star icons for selecting folders, this means that your
scanned folders don’t have common duplicates.

The same will be if you scan only one folder, all the found duplicates are inside this
folder, and this folder doesn’t have subfolders.

There is one last step to remove all duplicates from a selected folder. All you need to do
is to click the Review & Remove button. The application will let you preview the files once
more and, if everything is in order, confirm your task by clicking the Remove button.

Note that when you remove duplicates in the “Select Duplicates in Folder” window, you
can be assured that you will not remove all copies accidentally. At least one duplicate will
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be kept because the application makes it impossible to select all folders and duplicate
copies.

Merge Folders

Duplicate File Finder provides two options to merge folders on your Mac. You can merge
similar folders the app found during the duplicate scan process. Also, you can choose
any two folders on your Mac and merge them, no matter whether they have duplicate
files or not. The steps of these two options slightly differ.

Option 1 - Merge similar folders
To merge similar folders, follow these steps:

1. Select and scan your folders or disks using the “Find duplicates” option in the sidebar.
2. Switch to the Merge Folders tab. You can also click the Merge Folders button in the
Similar Folders tab.

#ce £ Back Find duplicates
| Duplicate Files « | Similar Media ~ Similar Folders Select duplicates in Folder Merge Folders
BEMB Mg Filas TAME
Q Searc! Sort by Size » Similar Folders E
. Folder1
B Foidee2 B Foidac T % 17 dupilatis wwed 306 MB
LT 29 npteses i 2 | i 8 arique fMes - f 1 8 uniquu flas | Show
0.5 MB 7 b il 26 | |
B Folidar |
Fokie ) B Foldsrd
i 1 et of £5 B i
B Folder ==
i "‘"_”9 o ——————— | Merge Folders —5 —————— | & Merge Foiders
= iaktony docaiDupbicatn | B DocumenesfNektcey deosDuplioain
foidarsfFoldar 1
Duplicate Files
WG 8153 oy " MG B183. jpg
= zoams = oamme
§ MG @1832)pg
A spme
& Los-Aneies shyine- 1024157 P | & LosAmgelenakyine 1044575 bg
184.1 Ke = 1841 KB
Monoanan sorss. 3 18-03-22 2mpd
Y e =

ykires- Hartour View copy 2.0

Auto Select
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3. Select the source and destination folders to move or copy the content. You can select

multiple source folders. Simply check the checkboxes for the required folders.

® @ < Bak Find duplicates
Merge Folders i
Source Foiders. Dastination Foider
) ioers ) S N ———
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&  halos-h..copy.jpg 4
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s coupls-. 1920ipg = red-lighthouse-6011477.1280,jng

& harwin-..~fmid |pg = Sea-grass.jpg

= kellen-ri_dkgo.jpg & lop-view-asrial-d..h_BO&7-1487jpg

L |it?|l panguinjog = whalejog

= micheila. UYB.jpg = IMG_B148.HEIC

= mick-ha..viCkljpg = IMG_B163 Ljpg

& pgean-poiresjpg & [MG_6163.jog

& panara..copy.jpg - uauah‘-asesgasMNmug

= panora.avone.|pg = beach-sky copyjpg

L Nd-ﬁgh-.‘l?suhg =  beach-sun.eg
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i 24 iterns from Falder 1 will be moved to Folder 3 Cancel Review and Merge

4. Before merging folders, you can specify the preferences for the action. Click the gear
icon in the top right corner or go to the Preferences =+ Merge tab. Choose whether to
move or copy unique files from one folder to another. If you wish to add color tags to the
merged files, choose the color for each group.

Preferences
[ g }
o & e i » B =
General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose how to merge folders

o Move files to a destination folder
Files from source folders will be moved to a destination folder

Source folders will be removed

Copy files to a destination folder
Files i

Source folders will s

5 will be copied to a destination folder.

Set default Finder color tag to merged files:

' Green v




Once you have set up all the necessary preferences, click on Review & Merge. In the
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next window, you will see which files will be copied/moved. If everything is right, confirm
the merge by clicking the Merge button.

Source Folders

-l
-
-
-
=
“
-
~
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=
=
=
=
=
=
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=
=
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Folder 2
Documents » Nekiony docs » Duplicate folders » Folder 2
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Monosnap screencast 2023-05-23 16-33-22.mp4
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Note that if you are planning to merge unique files with the same name in different
folders, Duplicate File Finder will add a suffix with a number to the file’s name, which will

be copied/moved to another folder.

For example, you have two different images named Picture.jpeg. These files are located

in two different folders. When you merge the folders, the moved/copied file will be

renamed to Picture-1.jpeg.

If your two files had the name Picture-1.jpeg, then after merging folders, the
copied/moved files would be renamed Picture-2.jpeg.

Option 2 - Merge any folders

If you want to merge any two folders on your Mac without scanning them for duplicate

content, do the following:

1.

Switch to the Merge folders option in the sidebar.
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2. Choose the folders you want to merge. You can drag and drop the folders right to
the application’s window.

=

E. Find duplicstes

BRY Find duplicate pictures > e

¥ Find duplicate music >

m ' Compare folders

3. Click Review.
4. Choose a destination folder - the location where the content from the source folder
will be moved to. Also, you can choose a new empty folder for moving or copying

the content of merged folders.

f
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Note:

You can select how you want to merge folders: copy files from a source folder to a
destination folder or move files. You can change these settings in the Merge tab of the

Preferences window.

Preferences

& K -]

General Scan Skip List Auto Select

i > By =
Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose how to merge folders

o Move files to a destination folder
Files from source folders will be moved to a destination folder
Source folders will be: removed.

Copy files to a destination folder
Files from source folders will be copied to a destination folder
Source folders will still exist.

Set default Finder color tag to merged files:

@ Gray ~

5. Confirm the action by clicking the Merge button in the next window.
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With Duplicate File Finder, you can compare two specific folders and find which duplicate
files they have. Here’s how two compare two folders on Mac for duplicate content:

1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.

2. Click Compare folders in the sidebar.

3. Drag and drop two folders to the appropriate sections in the app’s window.

4. Click Compare Folder.

® Duplicate File Finder

Compare folders

Find duplicate music

. Morge folders f f |

—
nektony

5. In a moment, you will see the results showing the duplicate files both folders have
and unique files. The duplicate items are marked with an equal sign and grouped
in the list named Duplicates.
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6. If you want to delete duplicates from one of these folders, simply select those
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duplicate files and click Review & Remove. Then confirm the deletion.
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7. You can also merge the content of these two folders. For this, click the Merge

Folders button at the bottom.

8. Choose the merge option selecting to which folder you want to move files.

9. Click Review & Merge and confirm the action.

28



o0 ® < Back Compare folders
;:‘:l:rn:nlst-ktuny dacsiDuplicats feiders). il Chaose merge option (=i ;1“:;:msmthuny dacs{Diupiicate faldars/, LM

tems will e moved from this foldar Ieams will be movad to this folder

B+ LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock 0.0 cop.. 5.51 MB I ' B = LA_scan_pavona_shutterstock 0.0 cop... 5.51MB
B - LaA_sean_pavone_shullerstock.D.0pg  5.51 MB B - LA sean_pavone_shutterstock 0.0.jog  5.51 MB
B ¢ Los-angeles-skyline-1024%576.jpg 184.1 KB :;;“ "’2" B ¢ Monosnap screencast 2023-05-2316.. 6.71 MB
B ¢ Moncsnap screencast 2023-05-2316.. 672 M8 “ B - beach swimming jpg 126HKB
B Mykonos-Harboaur-View copy jpg M43 K8 B = beach-2022 jpg 238.9 KB
B ¢ Mykanos-Harbour-View.jpg N4 KB B « beach-summer.jpg 1389 KE
+ bolos-beach_chanin_crete_greece cop.. 18,4 KB B * couple-g01baBeb1Z_1020,jpg 1334 KB
B * bolos-beach_chania_crete_greece jpg 184 KB Mowve to: B = little penguin,jpg 1539 KB
B« beach awimminaieg 212.6K8 Eogeh B - micheile-dot-com-daEKZBUYEID 404 MB
& bpach-2022 jpg 238.9KB |- .« T35KB
B+ beach-summer jpg 2339 KB Bl < sea-grass.ing 3203 KB
B = couple-gD1baBb12_1920.jpg 133.4 KB B = topvi ial-d hot-beautiful-. METKR
B =« little penguin.jpg 153.9 KB Movs 1o ohar foldas: = Las-Angeles-skyline-1024x576.jpg B4 KB
B« micheile-dot-com-datBjk28LYE jpg 4,04 MB Choose new folder,.. # Monosnap screencast 2023-05-2316..  6.71 MB
-+ . T3SKB = Mykonos-Harbour-view copy 2 jpg Nn42 ke

12 items from Foldar 1 will be moved to Folder 2 Rescan Review and Merge

Compare files

Duplicate File Finder accurately compares the files and detects whether they are
duplicates or not. If you are not sure about the results or just want to compare two
specific files to see whether they are duplicates or not, you can use the Compare files
feature.

Here’s how to compare two files on Mac:
1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.
2. Click Compare Files in the sidebar.
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E& Find duplicatas
Compare files

Campare fllas 1o check If thay are idantical

PR Find dupficate pictures >
Find duplicate music

&

B Merge foiders

APEG JPEG

i Com folders
- P IME_B153jpa IMG_E753 jng

=lncmm(Ducumenyftiskinny dacsiDupticain
1 . Nl /Foltr 1 cony Toldur afimages
B® Compare files —_— er—
Choose other e Choose athar fila

el T

In the next window, you will see whether these files are different or duplicates. In
the example, you can see that the two files have different sizes, which means that
they are different.

IMG_6153 Z/pa IMG_E153.jpg

Fath Userg/adminDocumentsMNektory decs/Duphcate foldersPhotos Path fUsarsjadminCocuments/Nektany docs/Duplizate foldersiFalder 1 copy

Size

Maodification Date Maodification Date

®
‘ Show Difference —— Files are different
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Restore Removed Files

By default, the application moves all these files to the Trash when you remove duplicates
with the application. If you accidentally removed some files and would like to restore
them, follow the steps below.

1. Go to the Menu Bar = Duplicate = select Restore Removed Duplicates or use the
Command+Y shortcut. Also, you can just click the Show Removal History button in the
removal window.

® Duplicate File Finder Pro Scan Edit View Select Duplicate Folder Window Help

Reveal in Finder 4 #F 0
Get Info 3 |
Open €0
Remove Group from List E
Add Group to Skip List 3 .
Add Files to Skip List Ll S
Restore Removed Duplicates #HY
Review & Remove 3% &
Quick Remove SHGE

2. Select the files you want to restore using the checkboxes for files and groups of files.
Then click the Restore button.

& - A
o Bntk - Fifid duplicates
_" I I
Removal History 7 "
2 v ' Blriers
| Removal sesslans Q Sort iy Remaval Oate w
R B Romoed 130120 w
Fen 19 VR 11 a8 poer 3 -
P - e ) u Dogyments/Makieny dece/Dup.. folders/Foiger 2AM0_§153.pg 'JJ 3.04mB |
8’ Monosnag B DocumentsNekiony docsCup. folders(Folder 1IMG_615%iog 3,04 MB
= LA swar g} _ DocwrmenizNekiony decsiDup.. ders[Folder 2M10_8152 2jpg 204ME
AT |1 Removed at 1524110
& | OncumentsNektony docsiDup. kxilen-rigain-wwhive Hahge jpa 891 M
;i
5. MG o6l dee for 5,07 ME
| aniwe
& ooasn: 2 0, AT
3 A04ME
& honlache Bre 00, QAT
& ekt
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Note, that to be able to restore the duplicates, the option Log Removed Duplicates has to
be enabled. You can check it in the Preferences = Remove tab. Tick the checkbox always
to save your duplicates’ removal history.

Also, note that if the duplicates are deleted from the Trash, you will not be able to restore
them. It is only possible to restore files in the Trash folder or have duplicates in other
folders. You can see next to each file name whether it is Restored, Restorable, or Not
Restorable.

In case you want to clear the removal history, right-click on any item in the left panel and
choose Clear All History in the context menu.

Removal History (?)

Removal sessions Q ‘

29 May 2023 : —
Restore All Files ed at 13:41:29

26 May 2023 Restore All Files to Folder... Euments/Nektony docs/Dup...

Clear History for This Date

cuments/Nektony docs/Dup...
Clear All History | / y docs/Dup

D Documents/Nektony docs/Dup...

How to find the original files of the previously removed duplicates

Usually, we have a lot of duplicates in different folders. That is why it can be challenging
to remember where the original file is located. Fortunately, the Duplicate File Finder
application can show you the original data of the previously deleted duplicate.

To manage this, you need to open the Duplicate File Finder’s removal history. You will
see the list of all deleted files grouped by the date of removal. Select the necessary file in
your list and click on the icon called “Show Original file in Finder”.
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oF

This option will open the Finder window with the path to where the original file was
stored.

Preferences

Duplicate File Finder can be finely-tuned for a quicker and more efficient duplicate
search process by adjusting its settings or by using its helpful options.

To open Preferences, use the Command(Cmd) + Comma sign (,) key shortcut or go to the
Menu bar = select Duplicate File Finder =» click Preferences.

Here you will find six tabs:

General
Scan

Skip list
Auto Select
Remove
Merge
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e Advanced
e Disk Access

Let’s take a closer look at each section of the settings.

General Tab

In the General tab, you can choose what you want to find:

Find duplicate folders - the folders that contain duplicate content

Find similar folders - the folders that contain both duplicate content and unique
files

Find similar audio files - the audio files that contain the same audio track, however,
they are not 100% identical

Find similar photos - the photos that look very close or almost identical

Full-scale scan for similar photos - find similar photos of different sizes. The
Full-scale duplicates scan option means that the application will perform an extra
check when comparing duplicate files.

Preferences

o K -] i > Ly a

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

What do you want to find

@ Find duplicate folders

Find folders which are 100% identical
Find similar folders

Find folders which contain some duplicate files and some unigue files. The scanning time will be longer

@ Find similar audio files

Audio files which may not be 100% identical, but contain the same audio tracks. The scanning time will be longer

@ Find similar photos

Photas that look really close or almost identical. The scanning time will be longer

Full-scale scan for similar photos.

Find similar photes of different sizes. The scanning time will be longer.

Please note that the last two options may make the scanning process longer.
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Scan Tab

By default, Duplicate File Finder skips scanning small files. This helps to speed up the
scanning process by finding only the largest duplicates. However, you can set the
minimal file size you want to be scanned. Choose from the options in the Scan tab,
depending on your needs:

e Skip small files
e Skip files smaller than...
e Check all files

Preferences

| ity |
'n' 1At ° lﬂl bad aﬁ =

Genaral Scan Skip Lis Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose scan options
. AT 1TMB

Scan options: Skip files smaller than... = e
The fles smaller than 1 MB will be skipped to speed up scanning

Scan hidden folders

Enable this option to search for duplicates in hidden folders

Full-scale duplicates scan

Slowar scanning algoritiim. May slow down the scanning spoed

Open the Music app to synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library
T duplicate or similar audio files are detected during the scan you need to open tha Music app 1o check if they are added 1o

the Music library.

Save and restore scan results

Enable this option to save the scan results when you close the application and restore tham on next startup

Also, in the Scan tab, you can switch on and switch off the following options:

- Scan options for files sizes

- Scan hidden folders

- Full-scale duplicates scan

- Open the Music app to synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library

- Save and restore scan results. This means that if you close the application, the
scan history will be saved. When you run the app the next time, you can quickly
view the results of the previous scan.



Skip List Tab
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In this section, you can select the folders and files to be skipped from the scan. In the
sidebar switch to one of the sections you want to be ignored:

- Folders

- Folder names

- Files

- File names
- Extensions

Click the Plus button to add items or use the Minus button to remove items from the Skip

Preferences

=] i

Skip List Auto Select Remove

jSystem
JLibrary
Library

Documents/ViberDownloads

+_

Specify files and folders that should not be scanned when searching for duplicates

> Ly, —3

Merge Advanced Disk Access

list.
o
General
What should be ignored
& Folders
E® Folder Names
E Files
I3 File Names
& Extensions
\
Auto Select Tab

With the Auto Select button in Duplicate File Finder, you can define folder settings to be
selected or never selected. It’s a convenient option when you need to remove duplicates
from particular folders. For this, add the folders you want to the Never Select list to
exclude them from selection, and add the folders to the Always Select list to remove


https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder
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them when the Auto Select button is used. You will find these configurations in the Auto
Select tab of the app’s preferences.

Preferences

£ O (-] /] i > By =

General Scan Skip List | Auto Selsct Remove Marge Advanced  Disk Access

Configurate Autoselect rules

~ Always select in specified folders @
Downloads

Mever select in specified folders Select everything outside & @

@ Never selectin Photos library Projects Select everything outside

B Extra rules for similar photos

> @ Extra rules for similar audio files

Select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified o]
¥ n Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified &)
ﬂ Select in Photos Library Select duplicates outside .. &
Rules are prioritized from top to bottem
-y F
i P

Also, you can add prefixes and suffixes used in the file name.

Preferences

o ) = /] i » B &

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced  Disk Access

Configurate Autoselect rules

> Select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified [

e Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified ®
B copy of 210
0 copy of

] copy
Konua
ban sao
2 copia de
salinan

\ Rules are pricritized from top to bottom ]
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And finally, you can enable or disable other rules for the Auto Select option by marking

the appropriate checkboxes and by choosing the preferred option for each.

Preferences

& . e i} > Ly 2

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Configurate Autoselect rules

v @ Always select in specified folders @
8 Downioads
Never select in specified folders Select everything outside ¢ &) |
Never select in Photos library Projects
Apply auto-selection rules to everything outside
> @ Extrarules for similar photos r 5
> @ Extrarules for similar audio files
Select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified ®
v Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified ®
copy of

Rules are prioritized from top to bottom

S

Read more: How to set Auto Select rules in Duplicate File Finder.

Remove Tab

When you remove copies of files, some folders may become empty. If you want to
remove the empty folders automatically, enable the option Remove empty folders in the
Remove tab.

Removal options

By default, when you remove files with Duplicate File Finder, they are sent to the Trash.
Here you can change this and make the application remove your files permanently
without moving them to Trash. Generally, you can select one of the following options:

e Move to Trash

e Delete without moving to Trash
e Move duplicates to a folder


https://nektony.com/duplicate-finder-free/auto-select-rules
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Preferences

& -] /] i g > Ry a

General Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose removal options

© wMove to Trash
Selected files and folders will be moved to Trash

__ Delete without moving to Trash
Selected files and folders will be deleted

e [ Choose Foder...|
Choose Folder...
Selected files and folders will be moved to the specified folder d

|| Remove empty folders
Remove felders which become empty after duplicates cleanup

. Log removed duplicates
Keep duplicates' removal history

You can preview the history via menu; Duplicate -= Restore Removed Duplicates

If you select the third option, you will be asked to choose the folder from Finder.

Choose a folder to move duplicates to

Selected duplicates will be moved to the selected folder instead
of removal.
Files will be displayed by | session including the folder system

where files were moved to.

cancel
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Merge Tab

Besides finding and deleting duplicates, the application allows you to merge the scanned
folders. In the Merge tab of Preferences, you can choose how to merge folders:

- Move files to a destination folder
- Copy files to a destination folder
- Set Finder color tag to merged files

Preferences

o] L e i ped L 2

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose how to merge folders

o Move files to a destination folder

| be moved to a destination folder

Files from source folde

Source folders

Copy files to a destination folder
Files from scurce foiders will be copied to a destination folder
Source folders will still exist.

Set default Finder color tag to merged files:

None v

Note that the application moves or copies unique files, not duplicates.
When you move files using the merge option, the source folder will automatically be
removed.

Advanced Tab

In the Advanced tab of the Preferences window, you can enable or disable the following
messages and options:

Show the Overview tab after scanning

Show confirmation window when using the Auto Select option

Show confirmation window after successful removal

Allow removing all duplicate copies (if you enable this option, you allow the
app to remove both the duplicate copy and the original file)

e Remind to regularly clean up duplicates



e Send anonymous usage data
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Preferences

o © e

General Scan Skip List

Customize special parameters

Show the Overview tab after scanning

Allow remeving all duplicates copies

You might remove both duplicate and original files
n Remind to regularly clean up duplicates

Send anonymous usage data

No-sensitive data is col

Auto Select Remove Merge

ﬂ Show the confirmation message when using Auto Select

u Show the confirmation window after successful removal

Enable this option if you want to remove all of the duplicates with the original files.

lescted, and we don't recelve any mformation that could tell us whao you are

Reset Application Settings

i > Ty a

Advanced Disk Access

Learn Maore

Disk Access

In the Disk Access tab of Preferences, you can check whether you granted Full Disk
Access to Duplicate File Finder or not. The application requires Full Disk Access to be
able to remove selected duplicate files. If you haven’t done that, you will see the “Open
Preferences to Grant Access” button. Click this button, and you will see the Security &
Privacy section of System Preferences where you can grant Full Disk Access.

Preferences

& HH e

ssas. dat wosh s
Mall, MBMSSBN. Sat== Sinme, Time Machiie
barkupa, 8=

for iy

(-] O:. Duplicate File

Remaove Merge

General Scan Skip List Auto Select
Genmral W Privacy
Wiew i ap

i > By =

Advanced Disk Access

Grant Full Disk Access to find more files
to clean up Mac

1. Dpen System Preferences -> Privacy Settings.
2, Click the lock icon to allow changes.
3. Select the checkbox for Duplicate File Finder Pro

Read detailed instruction

Open Preferences to Grant Access




If you have already enabled Full Disk Access, you will see the appropriate message
about that.

Preferences

Fal -

o W e ]ﬁl bad ﬂ-n- =0
Genaral Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access
SR AP S - Full Disk Access enabled for Duplicate File Finder Pro

1116 Wik Bk 0 Bk T UGH e The Duplicate File Finder Pro uses access to your

ail, Mossager, Srf-— =amn, Tong
m;ehmr data to fully analyze your disk and help you clean up
unneeded junk

Read detailed instruction

Shortcuts

There are a lot of quick navigational shortcuts in the app that make your duplicate
cleanup process even faster and easier.

General Navigation

Cmd+¥(1) navigate through duplicate groups

Enter select the checkbox

42



Space

Opt+4(1)

Cmd+F

Esc

Cmd+N

Cmd+Opt+O

Cmd+R

Cmd+O

Cmd+1

Cmd+2

Cmd+3

Cmd+4

Cmd+5
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Quick Look preview of the selected file (press arrow down or
up to switch to the next file preview).

select the last (first) item in the current list.

search in the search field

reset search results

new scan

open the Finder window to select the folders for scanning

rescan the current folder

switch to Overview tab

switch to Duplicate Files tab

switch to Pictures section

switch to Movies section

switch to Music section

switch to Documents section



Cmd+6

Cmd+7

Cmd+8

Cmd+9

Cmd+P

Cmd+Opt+2

Cmd+Opt+4

Cmd+Opt+S

Cmd+Opt+M

Cmd+¢

switch to Archives section

switch to Others Files section

switch to Duplicate Folders tab

switch to Similar Folders tab

switch to Similar Media tab

Switch to the Similar Photos section

Switch to the Similar Audio section

switch to Select Duplicates in Folder tab

switch to Merge Folders tab

switch to upper file group
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Similar Media tab

+(¢)

Opt+=(«)

Enter

Opt+Enter

Shift(M)+Enter

Opt+Shift(M)+E
nter

Space

Optt+Space

Double click
on the picture

show the next or previous similar file of the list in the left
section of preview window

show the next or previous similar file of the list in the right
section of preview window

select or deselect the similar file in the right section of
preview window

select or deselect the similar file in the left section of
preview window

keep the file from the left section and select all other similar
files for removal

keep the file from the right section and select all other
similar files for removal

open the file from the left section of preview window

open the file from the right section of preview window

open the picture or audio file



Selecting the files

o

1..9

++1..9

Cmd+A

Cmd+E

Cmd+L

Cmd+K

Cmd+D

Cmd+A+1¢

Cmd+E+1

Cmd+L++

Cmd+K++¢

select (deselect) file or folder

select items for removal by a number

select all items except one with a number

select all duplicates

select newest duplicates

select oldest duplicates

select any duplicates

deselect all duplicates

select the duplicates in active group

select newest duplicates in active group

select oldest copies for removal in active group

select any copies in active group

46



Cmd+D+4+ deselect duplicates in active group
Cmd+S show a list of selected duplicates
Cmd+T select the smallest similar media files

Cmd+Shift+T  select the smallest similar media files in active group

Opt+Enter select similar photo in the green frame

select a marked group* in the Duplicates Files, Duplicate

Cmd+Ent
m e Folders and Similar Media tabs

select a marked item of the group of duplicate files in the
right section or select a similar photo in the blue frame

Enter

*This shortcut works only when the option to remove all duplicate copies is enabled.

Other Shortcuts
Cmd+O+1¢ reveal the file in the Finder
Cmd+l show file information
Cmd+O open the file

Space preview the file

47
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Yort preview the next file from the list
Cmd+, open Preferences window
Cmd+Y open Removal History window
Cmd+W close Preferences window
Cmd+M minimize the application window
Cmd+F+ enter the fullscreen mode
Cmd+/ show the context hints

The algorithm for searching for duplicates

Before checking files for identity by their data, the algorithm for finding duplicate files
uses the main characteristic — sizes of the files. This means that if two or more files have
the same size, they are then compared by their data. The filename is not taken into
account. Users often rename files, so identifying duplicates by name is not reliable.
Furthermore, different files might often have the same name.

For example, If there are two identical files with img.png and myphoto.PNG, they will be
displayed as duplicates. However, if two files differ from each other in size — even by one
byte — they will not be displayed in the application.
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img.png myphoto.PNG

With the app, you can find duplicate files in several folders or even hard disks per single
session.

Specify a folder for duplicate removal

Imagine you have two folders with many duplicate files. You want to choose from which
specific place to remove the duplicates and where to leave them untouched. In other
words, you need to remove them from one folder but keep them intact in another. It may
be inconvenient to go through each file and flag it manually. That’s why Duplicate File
Finder provides you with the possibility of skipping this operation and making duplicate
removal superfast and easy. There are two scenarios for this task:

Compare folders for duplicates with the Auto Select button

1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.

2. Open the app’s Preferences and switch to the “Auto Select” tab.

3. Add folders from which you want to remove duplicates to the “Always Select in
specified folders” list.



Preferences

o & e

General Scan Skip List

Configurate Autoselect rules

Auto Select

L]

Remove

»

Merge

ﬁ,, -

Advanced Disk Access

a Select in Photos Library

Rules are prioritized from top to bottam

Preferences

& X @ V]

General Scan Skip List Auto Select
Configurate Autoselect rules
v Always select in specified folders

i}

Remove

»

Merge

L a Always select in specified folders ®
° Downloads
v Never select in specified folders Select everything outside & &
B wneverselect in Photos library Projects Select everything outside &

> @ Extra rules for similar photos

> @ Extra rules for similar audio files

> Select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified ®
> Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified ®

Select duplicates outside...

4. Add folders in which you want to keep files to the “Never Select” list.

By a

Advanced  Disk Access

®

v n Never select in specified folders
Documents

8 Downloads

Select everything outside & &)

Newver select in Photos library Projects
Extra rules for similar photos
Extra rules for similar audio files

Select with suffixes contained in the name

o000

Select with prefixes contained in the name

Rules are prioritized from top to bottom

Select everything outside £

31 suffixes specified ®

9 prefixes specified @
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5. When the scan is finished, click the Auto Select button. You will see the selected
duplicate files in specified folders. Review the selected files and click Review &

o
®se < Bak Find duplicates
| simitar Mediz Similar Folders | [ salectduplicates in Folder | | Merge Folders |
e Files 41 M8
Q Search Sort by Total Size = [

From 1 MEto 10 M8
& IMG_615300 Gorhe (112 )

& occsan-palm-renjpg  2siMe (1 ]2 )

W  hanwin-cheong-ppTV... 246MB (1| 2 )

B baball-556Sg3SMNp... 157mB (1 ]2 )

= fends]pg 1sam8 (23 )
Fram 100 KB o) M2
& whale ssa jpg mizke (1]2)

B Mykonos-Harbour M. sraskE (45 )

5  red-ighthouse-60114... smaws (1| 2 )

29.9%d 27 B8

2 duplicates for 711.2 KB

’m

B = wiale pg IEHKE

2 Decumests 3 Nektany docn » Dupboats Saidern » Foller 1 1 whille jog 26 May 2023, 18:41 17

whals s jpg 355.8 KB

e m Documants + Nektony dacs: » Duplcate folders. » Fokler 2 » whaln seajpg 26 May 2023, 15:8197
Selected duplicate fil=

according ko the Aute Seiect rufes

ﬁ]‘]" Review and Remove

[ Auto Select

Compare folders for duplicates with the Context Menu

1. Choose the folders you want to scan and click Find duplicates.

2. After the scan has completed, switch to the Duplicate Files tab, where you can
preview the duplicates of all the file types. When you click on each file, you can see
which folders contain them.

7
| ®ue < Bk

58 M8

0, Search

From 1ME 10 10 MB

& MG 6153pg

= ocean-palm-tres.jpg

Saort by Total Size ~

aorue (2]
251 MB 2_ )

& hanvin-cheong-ppTvm3e-.. zswme (2 |

= Dbabal-58e5g35MNp.|pg 1.57MB (21
= tiendsog 1same (3)
Fromm 1O0KS 101 ME:

%= whale seajpg Fiizka (2)
= Mykonos-Harbour-Viewjpg  sT4s5kK8 E )

& reddlighthouse-B011477 1... s418k8 (2

Find duplicates
: Similar Media v | Similar Folders | sefect duplicates in Falder | Merge Folders |
No Files 41 MB
e

b~

Hauto Seinct :_' Dessloct Al 2 duplicates for 711.2 KB

whale fog

- 5 KB
= ‘ Pocumants » Mektony docs + Duplicats 26 May 2023 154017

» Foldar 1 3 whale jpg

AEEEKB

= whale seajpg
= 36 Muy 2023, 154317

Documents v Nekony docs - v Duplicate folders » Folder 2 » whale seapg

| Auto Select |

L — .
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3. Right-click on the file from path representation and call the context menu. Use the

“Select All Copies in ...” command for the specified file.

Q, Search Sort by Total Size -

From | MEB ts %0 MB
5 IMG_6153)pg

= ocean-palm-tree.jpg

ﬁ hanyin-cheong-ppTVm36-. ..
= babal-53eSg3SMNp.pg

= friendsjpg
Erom 10K E o T MB

& whalesezjpg

= Mykonos-Harbour-View jpg

= red-ighthouse-B011477 1...

i
5

_L =

*Please note that this command does not select duplicate files recursively in the
subfolders. So if you have some subfolders, you should repeat the command for them.

Full disk access

Duplicate File Finder is a software tool that optimizes and cleans up your Mac from
unneeded duplicate files, folders, and similar photos. All the duplicates you decide to

BOTMEB

251 MB

246 MB

5T MB

LERME

Mz2KB

5p5KE |

5419 KB

ra|

Find duplicates

Similar Media ~ Similar Folders | Select duplicates in Folder | |  Merge Folders |

Ma Files 41 M8

—

Reveal in Findar

Aute Sedect | - Desstect Al Get Info 2 duplicates for 711.2 KB
wihale

Open |
o =E5KB
Cocuments s Noktony docs ,nmu'casefomwu] Select for Bemoval 26 My 2023, 15:0177
Keop Only this Cogy i

& wihae 58 |pg
o 26 May 2023, 154177

®  Documents » Mekiony docs » Duohizats folders

Select All Copies: in "Foider 1"
Deselect All Copies in “Foidar 1
Keep All Coples in *Fodar 1%
Select Duplicates in Folder...

Add *Folder 17 to Skip List \
Add *Folder 1" to Always Select List
Add *Folder 1" ta Never Select List

delete with this app will automatically go into the Trash.

Sometimes an important file may accidentally be deleted. Fortunately, you can easily

: >
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recover deleted files and folders with Duplicate File Finder. For this, the app has to have

Full Disk Access.

If you see a notification that the app doesn’t have Full Disk Access, your application
doesn’t have access to the Trash.


https://nektony.com/duplicate-finder-free

To provide Full Disk Access to Dupl
your Trash, do the following:

1. Open the app’s prefer

53
icate File Finder and let the app restore items from

ences and go to the Full Disk Access tab.

2. Click Open Preferences to grant access.

Preferences

.o
& =]
General Scan Skip Li
Canmial el
e
Mall Mussage!

backups, 8=
o 1

Privacy

-
TﬂT bad u’u -
st Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

agoaws-dats warh an
B et sime, Time Mackie
e, 5

Grant Full Disk Access to find more files
to clean up Mac

1. Dpen System Preferences -= Privacy Settings.
2, Click the lock icen to allow changes.

3. Select the checkbox for Duplicate File Finder Pro

Read detailed instruction

Open Preferences to Grant Access

Alternatively, you can go to the Full Disk Access section by following these steps:

Open System Settings.

Click Full Disk Access.

o wh =

Finder.

eve
Q& Search

g Notifications
m Sound
Focus
E Screen Time

General
Appearance
Accessibility
@ Control Centre

B siri & spotiight

W Privacy & Security

Go to the Privacy & Security section.

Switch on the toggle button for Duplicate File Finder.
If you don’t see the app in this list, click the plus(+) icon and add Duplicate File

< Full Disk Access

Allow the applications below to access data like Mail, Messages, Safari,
Home, Time Machine backups and certain administrative settings for all
users on this Mac.

= MacCleaner Pro [ @)
App Cleaner & Uninstaller [ @)
. Disk Space Analyzer a

-} Duplicate File Finder

ﬂ Funter

& Google Software Update

_p(:)

€3 Memory Cleaner
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8. Now, you can easily restore all the removed items from the Trash.

Removal History (2 et dbietachalatt e o ey
Removal sessions Q| Sort by Removal Date w
< |_ Removed at 13:41:29
26 May 2023 | Documents/Nektony does/Dup...folders/Folder 2/IMG_6153.jpg & 177 30ame
| Documents/Nektony docs/Dup...folders/Folder 1/IMG_G6153.jpg 304 MB
] Documents/Nektony docs/Dup...[ders{Folder 2/IMG_B153 2.jpg 304 MB

"] Removed at 13:41:10

Documents/Nektony docs/Dup... kellen-riggin-vwPiVeHdkge. jpg 891 MB

Compare 2 Macs for duplicates

Duplicate File Finder can help you even if you want to find duplicates between two Macs.
For this, follow the steps below:

1. Connect your two Macs using Apple File Sharing. For this, go to the System Settings
= General » Sharing.



2. Enable the File Sharing option.
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S
< Sharing
Screen Sharing o J¢
& Off
[ﬁﬁish.a_rina «© ®}
® On
Prionft'er-sharinﬂ LB
Remote Login ol
o Off
@ Accessiiity.
3= Sy o
Sirl & Spotlight
Remote Apple Events 8 s
() Privacy & Security ot
ampgnncjp Internet Sharing » @
umspw o off
|-.:) Wallpaper Content Caching >» 0
) _ o Off
s;:ram-sawrc

3. You use the afp connection to have a more stable connection with the smb. For this,
click the Options button to set it up there.

Share files and folders using SMB
Number of users connected: 0

Windows File Sharing:

Sharing files with some Windows computers requires storing
the user's account password on this computer In a less secure
manner. When you enable Windows sharing for a user account,
you must enter the password for that account.

On Account
Admin



https://support.apple.com/en-ca/HT204445
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4. After this, you will be able to select the whole disk or some folders from another Mac

you want to compare.

= Goagle Drive
7 iCtoud Drive
ﬁ Documents
¥y Applications
5 Deskiop

E Maovies

) Downloads
it aleeyuser
1 Music

B Pictures
Devices

@) Remots Dlsc
B osx1043
&) osx10.1
£l osxio-12
&) HHD-Disk
(=

] osxt0-8
O www

5. Now open the Duplicate File Finder application and add folders from the local Mac

I*

4 Deskiop
o) & || &1 -
| Deskiop
B Applications "
- [ Documents 3
19 Downicads "
Alex's MacBook Pro 159 Mavies *
Connected as: ik 5 Music
[0 Pictures »
Disconnect | B Fubiic

15 aex

[ Alex's Pubie Faldar

[ Alexiiser's Pubsc Folcer
[l Macintash HD 10-10
@ Macintosh HD10-11
fi# Servar HD

and the connected one. Click to find duplicates. Please note, if you select the whole
disk, the scanning process could be very long.

g-:: Find duplicates

é’ﬂ‘ Find duplicate pictures

§; Find duplicate music

Merge folders:

L

B Compare folders.

Bl Compsre files

Find duplicates

Duplicate File Finder

Find and remove duplicate flles, duplicate foldars, duplicate pictures and music files

’?‘ Home folder

«s@R

Downloads

B admin

B0 Choose other folder




6. After the scan is complete, you can use the Select Duplicates in Folder option to
easily select duplicates on one of your Mac’s folders.

LN £ Back

Duplicate Flles »

196 MB

From 1 M2 10 1048

& friendsjog

= Mykonos-Harbour-View jpg
From 104 KE fo 1 48

& Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x.
& whalejog

= sea-gress.jpg

= rmed-lighthouse-6011477_1...

2 panoramica-de-hollywood-,

= sshand-babali-55eSg35MN...

204M8

157 MB

1.03 MB

TIEAKB

TI2KB

B41.6 KB

BTI KB

5142 KB

4 Search Sort by Total Size =

Find duplicates

Similar Media « Similar Folders [ Select duplicates in Folder ]| Merge Folders ]

a2 Me 8a MB

Auto Selsct |~ [a— 2 duplicates for 541.9 KB
& red-ghthouse-B011477_12804pg 271 KB
= Docisnents » Nekiony docs + Duph ers. ¢ Foider | » ied-ightheuse-60T477 12600 26 May 2023, 15:30:34
L red-ighthouse-B011477_1280 (1)jp 271 KB
T2 Documents + Nekdony docs + Duplicate foders » Foider 2+ red-lighthouse-B011477.1280 (T.ipa 26 Moy 2023, 1513051
1
Auto Salect

Please note that you can remove duplicate files from both of your Mac computers.
However, when you remove duplicates from the Mac on which the Duplicate File Finder

application is launched, the files are moved to the Trash folder. If you need to, you can
restore them later from the Trash. However, if you remove files from the connected Mac
computer, by default, Apple removes them permanently without putting them into the
Trash. This is true for all network disks. Thus, before selecting and deleting duplicate

files, ensure you do not need to restore them.

Duplicates in the Music Library

Launching the Music app by Duplicate File Finder

Duplicate File Finder finds duplicate audio files in your Music library. If you usually keep

your music files in the Music app, please enable the option “Open the Music app to
synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library.” This will allow Duplicate File
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Finder to check whether these files are included in your Music Library and correctly

process the removal of the duplicates. For this, do the following:

1. Go to Duplicate File Finder’s Preferences.

2. Switch to the Scan tab.

3. Mark the checkbox next to the “Open the Music app to synchronize detected
duplicates in your Music library” option.*

Note: This option works only in the site version of Duplicate File Finder.
If you are using macQOS 10.10-10.14, you will have to open iTunes.

Preferences

e o & i} > Thy a

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose scan options
Scan options: Skip files smaller than... v o —_—
OB 2Ul Mo

The files smaller than 1 MB will be skipped to speed up scanning

Scan hidden folders

Enable this option to search for duplicates in hidden folders

Full-scale duplicates scan

Slower scanning algorithm. May slow down the scanning speed.

a Open the Music app to synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library
If duplicate ar similar audio files are detected during the scan, you need to open the Music app to check if they are added to
the Music library

Save and restore scan results

Enable this option to save the scan results when you close the application and restore them an next startup.

Once you enable this option, Duplicate File Finder will check detected duplicates in your
Music Library. Before doing this, it will show you a confirmation window to open the
Music app.

Click Open Music to allow Duplicate File Finder to synchronize duplicates in Music
Library.



In this window, you also can enable the option to Automatically launch the Music app
when needed. For this, just mark the checkbox next to the appropriate option.

. Open the Music app to check if the detected duplicate
() @ audiofiles are included in your Music library

Duplicate or similar audio files were found. These files could be
added to the Music library. To check this information and process
it correctly, you need to open the Music app.

— Automatically launch the Music app when needed

Learn more... Don't Open

—

Grant access to the Music app

When Duplicate File Finder removes duplicates from the Music app, the Music library
should automatically be updated; however, in some cases, you might face an issue. This
can happen if you switch off access to the Music app for Duplicate File Finder.

You need to allow Duplicate File Finder to access the Music app to solve the issue.

Please follow the next steps to grant access and solve the issue:

Open System Preferences =+ go to the Security & Privacy section.

Switch to the Privacy tab.

In the left panel, select the Automation option.

Click the Lock icon and enter your password to allow making changes.

Find Duplicate File Finder in the right panel and enable the Music option for it.

N wN S
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@ < i Security & Privacy Q. s

General FileVault  Firewall  Privacy

77 Files and Folders Allow the apps below to control other apps. This will
-— provide access to documents and data in those

apps, and to perform actions within them.
@ Screen Recording

4» FolderActionsDispatcher.app

Media & Apple Music Fivdatane
o 2 T
- “g* Duplicate File Finder Pro.aj
L.} HomeKit i PP
Music.app
Bluetooth aFunter,app
System Events.app
User Availability Finder app

> # MacCleaner Pro.app
£} Automation
Finder.app

m Apple Advertising

g Analytics & Improvements

EX Click the lock to make changes. Get ?

6. Once you have granted access, go to Duplicate File Finder and click Open Music.

. Grant access to interact with the Music application

. . Duplicate File Finder Pro cannot get data about the audio files from the Music app
. because the permission is disabled in System Preferences.

Please follow the next steps to grant access and solve the issue:

1. Open System Preferences, go to Security & Privacy, select the Privacy tab.
2. Select the Automation option on the left.

3. Click the Lock icon and enter your password to authorise changes.

5. Enable the Music option for Duplicate File Finder Pro in the right panel.

6. In Duplicate File Finder Pro, click Open Music.

Learn more... Cancel M

Autoselecting in Music Library

Note: The Auto Select rule for Music Library works only in the site version of Duplicate
File Finder.
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In the Duplicate File Finder Preferences = Auto Select tab, you can set up to
automatically select duplicates in Music Library when using the Auto Select button. For
this, just mark the checkbox for the “Select in Music Library” rule.

Preferences

& ) & (v} o > Ly a

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Configurate Autoselect rules

> n Extra rules for similar audio files

» Select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified @
» @ select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified 5]

n Select in Photos Library = —

+ Select duplicates outside Music Library
B ﬂ Salect in Music Library Select duplicates inside Music Library

J
Select by full path Select alphabetically <
B select by name Select alphabetically Z
B select by parent folder Select alphabetically <
Select by full path length Select shorter path P>

Ruies are pricritized from top to battom

Note:

® This rule can be used only if Duplicate File Finder has access to your Music
Library.

e Before scanning and removing duplicate music files, you need to open the Music
app. Also, you can enable the option to automatically launch Music by Duplicate
File Finder.

When you enable the “Select in Music Library” rule, you will see the following notification:

. Select in Music Library

... This rule can be applied if during scanning the Music app was opened,
and Duplicate File Finder got information about the files in the Music
library.

' Do not show this message again


https://nektony.com/duplicate-finder-free/auto-select-rules#select-in-music-library-rule
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#grant_access_music
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#grant_access_music
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#music_library
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#music_library

Thus, when using the Auto Select button for files in the Music Library, don’t forget to
open the Music app or allow Duplicate File Finder to do this for you automatically.

Duplicate File Finder is free to download from the App Store and allows you to find and
remove duplicate files. It also has a PRO mode that provides even more features and is
available with in-App Purchase. Let’s take a look at the added benefits.

Free mode

Pro mode

Finds all duplicate files and folders

Finds similar photos

Deletes duplicate files

Scans all drive types

Compares two files

Compares two folders

Finds duplicates in hidden folders

Provides a Quick Look of duplicates

Searches quickly among duplicates by category type
Skips scanning certain folders, files, files with specified extensions
Uses the Auto Select option

Quickly open duplicates in Finder

Regulates minimum and maximum file sizes for scanning

Includes all the features of free mode and even more:

Removes duplicate folders

Removes duplicates from Similar folders
Merges folders

Uses Select Duplicates in Folder option
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e Restores removed duplicates

e Includes the option to remove duplicates to a specified folder instead of
moving to Trash

Thus, if you want to do a deep cleanup, you should upgrade to Pro. Let’s learn how to
upgrade:

1. Click the green button from the top right corner of the app’s window.

" ese < Bak Find duplicates —- .

Duplicate Files « Duplicate Folders ] Similar Media | Similar Folders . Select duplicates in Folder | Merge Folders |

€93 MB 28 MB 104 MB 348 MB
0, Search Sort by Total Size »

From W00 KB to 1 MB
= pnoto_dUes-Ub-10_U/-40-,.. S3.TKBE | 2 )

5 pancramica-de-hollywood-... 5142KE (7

= printer-uninstakation-from-... S122K8 [ 2)

&  beach-summerjpg 47T7BKE [2)
= penguin.jpg a618KE (3
& beachjpg N ) TR T S Gip AT
= 2 2y beach-sky.jpg 135.8 KB
| beech-shying At 3 S Documants » Nakiony tiocs > Dupiicats foiders » Foider 2 » haacheSkying 26 May 2023, 1514110
- Duplicates located in duplicate folders
= beach-sunseb.jpg seske (3 P piEs
= beach-sky copy.jpg 1358 KB
= = Documents » Nekiony docs. » Duplicate folders » Folder 3 » beach-sky copyjog 26 May 2023, 15:4170
= top-view-aerlal-drone-shol... 2314KB [ 2 )
. beach-sky copyjpg 135.8 KB
BB e e e e ha o P S R PR W, S g e 7 LAt AT 1E-A1n
Auto Select
A J
A 4

2. You will see a pop-up window. Select the plan you need and click Buy Now..
3. In the window that appears, enter your Apple ID username and password, and
click Sign in.

That’s all. As soon as the in-app purchase is completed, the green button and lock icons
next to the features disappear. If no changes occur after purchasing, then reboot your
Mac =» launch the app = click Get Pro again = click Restore.
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Uninstall Duplicate File Finder

Follow these steps to manually uninstall the app:

1.

2.
3.

Quit Duplicate File Finder.

Go to the Applications folder = remove Duplicate File Finder to Trash.

In the Finder’s menu bar, click Go » Go to Folder » in the window that
appears, type “/Library, and hit Go.

Within the Library folder, find and remove Duplicate File Finder service files.
Note that depending on the version of the app you use, you will need to find
and remove different folders.

If you downloaded the free version of the app from the App Store, find and remove the
following files:

“/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicates-Finder
“/Library/Containers/com.nektony.Duplicates-Finder

If you purchased directly the PRO version of the app on the App Store, find and remove

these files:

“/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicates-Expert
“/Library/Containers/com.nektony.Duplicates-Expert

If you downloaded the app from the site, find and remove these files:

“/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SlI
“/Library/Application Support/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SlI
“/Library/Caches/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SiI
“/Library/Preferences/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-Sll.plist


https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duplicate-file-finder-remover/id1032755628?mt=12
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duplicate-file-finder-pro/id962263890?mt=12
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Once you removed all service files, empty your Trash bin to completely uninstall
Duplicate File Finder.

nektony

support@nektony.com

https://nektony.com
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