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Overview

Duplicate File Finder is an application to find and remove duplicates on your Mac. It also
allows you to organize files, merge folders, compare files for duplicates, and find similar
pictures and music files.

When you launch the application, you will see the first dialog window that invites you to
choose a folder you want to scan. From the sidebar, you can switch between different
options to work with duplicate files:

- Find duplicates - the application will scan the chosen folders and disk and find
duplicates of all types of files, duplicate folders, similar media files, and similar
folders.

- Duplicate pictures - the app will scan your folders, disk, or Photos Library and find
duplicate and similar pictures.

- Duplicate music - the app will scan your folders, disk, or Music Library and find
duplicate and similar music files.

- Merge folders - here, you can choose two folders to merge and organize your files.

- Compare folders — compare two folders and check whether they are duplicates
or not.

- Compare files — compare two files if they are 100% identical.
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Find duplicates >
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Downloads
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Here is how to use Duplicate File Finder:

In the Find duplicates option, choose the folders you want to scan.

Click the Find Duplicates button.

1.
2.
3. See the results and select all unneeded duplicates.
4. Click the Review to Remove button and confirm the action.
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Now let’s see in more detail how to find and remove duplicate files and folders from your

Mac.

Step 1. Choose a folder for scanning and click the Scan button

When you launch the application, you will see the first dialog window showing the “Find

duplicates” option and inviting you to choose the folders you want to scan. You can scan

your Home folder or add individual folders. Note that you can even add an external disk
for scanning. Duplicate File Finder supports both external and internal volumes.
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Step 2. Get the results

When duplicate scanning starts, an animated chart is displayed to reflect search results.
The entire search process time depends on the volume’s size.
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After the scan is complete, Duplicate File Finder will show you the list of found duplicate
items.

Step 3. Select duplicates

In the left sidebar, you will see different tabs, allowing you to switch between the
following categories of items:

- Duplicate files (with a drop-down menu allowing you to see separately duplicate
pictures, music, movies, documents, and archives)

- Duplicate folders

- Similar photos

- Similar audio

- Similar folders

Preview the files and select those you want to remove. If you have thousands of
duplicates and need a quick way to select all duplicates, use the Auto Select button. It
will select all duplicates and keep only one copy in each group of duplicates on your
Mac.
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Step 4. Remove duplicates

The last step is to delete duplicates by clicking the Review to Remove button. You will
see the list of all selected duplicates. Preview them and confirm by clicking on Remove. If
you want to keep some files, just uncheck the checkboxes by the names of the files, and
they will not be deleted.
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Statistics window

If you want to see the statistics of types of duplicate files, in the menu bar, click View and
select Overview.
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All Duplicate Files
Pictures
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Other Files w7
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Similar Media 3P
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Hide Preview G HP .

You will see a window showing the size of the types of duplicates you have. You can
choose to preview the details in either a bar chart or a pie chart. In addition, if you have
similar folders (folders that contain a mix of duplicate and unique files), this tab provides
information about their size.

Duplicates by Type

Similar Photos
326 files /1 1.12 GB

Similar Audio
10 files / 90.6 MB

Folders
4 folders / 24.5 MB

| Music
| 12 files / 53.2 MB
um B —
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Archives
2 files / 10.1 MB
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Duplicate Pictures

If you want to find only duplicate pictures, use the appropriate option in the sidebar.
1. Click Duplicate pictures in the app’s sidebar.
2. Choose the folders you want to scan (you can scan even your Photos libraries).
3. Click Find duplicates.

Duplicate File Finder
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H Compare files
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4. Select unneeded duplicate and similar pictures.
5. Click to remove them.
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Duplicate Music

If you want to find your duplicate music files, use the appropriate option in the sidebar.
1. Click Duplicate music in the app’s sidebar.
2. Choose the folders you want to scan. You can even scan your Music library.
3. Click Find duplicates.

Fired oy
> e ; Find duplicate music

Find and remove duplicate music
Gl Find duplicate pictures )

Jd Find dupbcate music

@ Compare folders .

Add folders to scan

Music
B compare files I 550 » B Users » B admin

4. Select unneeded duplicate and similar audio files.
5. Click to remove them.
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Similar Folders

Duplicate File Finder allows you to find not only duplicate files and folders but also
Similar folders. Similar folders are nearly identical and contain both duplicate and unique
files. They are presented in a convenient way for you to quickly compare them and
identify unneeded copies.

What are Similar Folders?

Imagine you have several folders on your Mac or drive that contain identical and unique
files. These folders are not duplicates in this case, as they keep different data. The
folders on the screenshots below keep two duplicate files and one unique file. In the
Duplicate File Finder program, such folders are called similar folders.

eoe < 8¢ e v @~ » Q
# AirDrop

£\ Applications |

= Desktop i

5 Sereenshots

[ Documents = R

& Downloads Z P

4l asya
bird.jpg End of Time Lyrics - Beyonce.mp3 VSDX_Annatator.zip
iCloud

2 iCloud Drive

3 items, 195,84 0B available

# AirDrop

A Applications ) 7
=1 Daesktop s :

=) Screenshots e i &*
[ Documents = I——=9

() Downloads
1} asya

bird.jpg End of Time Lyrics - Beyonce.mp3 giraffes_1920.|pg
Cloud

Locations

ags 3 items, 195,94 GB avaiiable
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Note: /f two folders have at least two duplicate files, the application shows them as

similar folders. If there is only one common duplicate, then the folders are not
considered similar ones.

To see similar folders, switch to the Similar Folders tab from the left menu.

P
® 5@ Bk

. Fotder 1
= 18 duplicates of 23
8] Faidor 2
- 18 duplicates of 24
0 Folcler 1 copy
= 11 duphicates of 12
0 Images

¥ duplicates of

Q  Sizew [ Auto Select | v

Folders that have similar folders

208 MB
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a.34 ME

.58 MB

L

‘Similar folders

Folders similar to Folder 1

Foldor 1 copy
0 duplicated af 12 A MR

o Foider 2 i 187 MB Falder 1
= 16 duplicates of 24

Y Images —
] ) Documents/MNektany. .
' - B duplicates of O Gorve =5 . Y

LA_sean_pavone..

551M8

LA_sean_pavons.,.

551MB

Los-Angeles-skyl...

184 KB

Mykangs-Harbou, -

N5 KB

Mykonos-Harbew,
NEKE

balos-beach_chai.

Merga Folders

i

Similarity: 50%

0 - Decuments/Nekton_..

Duplicate Files

LA_sean_pavone..
551 MB

e

184 KB

15 KB

- MR- 1R

6 KE

s baos-baach_cha..

Los-Angelas-skyl..

Mykonos-Harbou,

Mykonos-Harhou.

Here you will find a visual representation of duplicates in two folders. The striped section
of the two intersecting circles shows how many duplicates they have, while the other
parts of the circles represent unique files.

Folder 2

Similarity: 50%

Folder 1
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Below the chart, you can see the list of copies and non-repetitive files. Please note that

the app prevents the removal of unique files, so you don’t have to worry about

unintentionally removing files you need to keep. You can select only identical files for
removal.

Duplicate Files
M . red-lighthouse-6... ) . red-lighthouse-6...
—~ 2 271ks — B o7ke
M L sea.jpg C' . whale.jpg
— | 3% a56KA ) a5eKB
Unique Files
L beach-sunset.jpg . LA _sean_pavone...
7% 132KB = 551MB
L road.jpg . sealjpy
T 187MB = 116 KB

If the folders keep mostly duplicates and only one or several unique files, then the visual
view would be like in the screenshot example, where one circle is located inside another
one.

[ —
P —
Folder 2 Folder 3

Similarity: 65%



One folder may have several similar folders at the same time. The app shows all similar
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folders in one list, so it’s easy to review them and decide which files to remove and which

ones to keep.
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Once you’ve decided from which folder you want to delete the duplicates, tick the
checkbox near the appropriate folder. In the screenshot, the number in the red circle
shows how many duplicates are selected in the folder. The number in the white circle
shows how many duplicates will be kept.

 ese < Back Similar folders

Q  size v | Auto Selsct |~

Falders that have similar folders Folders similar to Photos

=y r [ \l ) B

o Fol |
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” Folder 2
]
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Do) . Foider 1 Duplicate Files
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6 dupficates of 16 7 duplicates of 12 R AT - T
= 124 MB 124 MB
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' 16 dupficates of 21 " & ING_B153 Zipg e = IMG_B153 2jpg
=i A04MB = 304MB
— Quiek ways to find.. IMG_B153.jpg = IMG_B153.pg
: 2 duplicaten of 10 S ME B e 8 2 e
= Mykonos-Harbau... Mykonos-Harbou...
DFF halp a 115 KB a = 116 KB
) 3 duplicates of 71 2.97 MB
2 duplicates of 7 & bk Bn s o i
© TEB KB TBE KE
Recocn stickers
| J - 1 dunficates nt 13 186 MB s hetos-beach _cha. s = Datos-beach.cha_
‘ Q.78 W 12 s | Merge Folders | T Review ta Remove

T — " _
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Once you select all unneeded files, click Review to Remove in the bottom right corner.
You will be switched to the preview screen of all selected duplicates. If you are sure you
don’t need them anymore, do the last step — confirm by clicking the Remove button.

Duplicate Folders

Duplicate folders are folders that have identical content and keep the same duplicate
files. Note that these duplicate files can have different names.

Take a look at the screenshots below. These folders contain duplicate files and no other
data, so they are duplicate folders.
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B3 Screenshots o
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~
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<
@
<
v
0o

Faolder 2

Favorites

& AirDrop
A, Applications 1 i‘g

=) Desktop = < _:
5 Screenshats i he
| i =

™ Decuments B —=—=4
(2} Downloads

fa} asya
bird.jpg End of Time Lyrics - Beyonce.mp3 giraffes_1920.jpg

iCloud

¢ iCloud Driva

3 items, 195,95 GB avallable
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The application shows duplicate folders in the appropriate tab of the left panel. Here, you
can select all duplicate folders and remove them.

@ o @ {back Find duplicates

1 Toral Size w Aulo Smlect | w Folder: Folder 3
B Al duplicates v EED ME
From 10 MB 16 100 MB
B Dupbests faldars 181 ME
Sl Madia Phates Lok 2
Similar phatos
J1 Similar sudic
Magic Teols
& Similar fojders 612 MB

£.03 ME for 8 items

}-' Merpe moltiple folders =
2 dumplicates for 18.1MB Auto Smlect in Group |« |

I Foldar 3 903 MB
gt | Oc »Ne ) Duplicas Falders » Folder 3 26 May 2023 ar 15:50:47

=g Phoas 203 ME
| Beor + Mo+ Duplicais folders » Phaiss 28 May 2023 of 15:60:47

B3 Select cuplicates in foldars

g o e L By b M Reviewts Remave

Please note that files inside duplicate folders are not displayed in the Duplicate Files
section. So, when you remove duplicate folders, nothing changes in the Duplicate Files
section.

Also, note that duplicate folders can contain other duplicate folders inside them. The
application shows the folders of the top level of the directory only. It doesn’t display the
inside duplicate folders.

Similar Media

Apart from finding identical photos and music by size and binary data, Duplicate File
Finder also finds and displays similar photos and audio files.

If you like to take many pictures to get the best one, then you may have plenty of
unnecessary similar photos. Here’s how to manage your similar photos, quickly sort them,



organize them, and remove unwanted pics. The process of clearing unneeded similar

audio files will be the same.

1.

2.

4. You can also use the Auto Select feature to automatically keep one picture in each
group and select all other files.

®o® Bk

Duplicutes

B duplicates 558 MB
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23 Similar photos 131GE
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Switch to the Similar photos section.
Here, you will see photos grouped by similarity.
Review each group of similar photos and select unneeded ones. The different colors
of frames indicate which photos from the list are displayed in the Preview section.
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5. Once you have selected all unwanted photos, click on Review to Remove and
confirm their deletion.

i
® 0@ {Bak Review and Remove
B opeselect all Confirm the selected duplicates removal Sort by Nama view: = =
« [ admin
< @ Downloads

B & me_azo4.pc 2.43MB  Oct 25, 2023, 16:53:112

B = MG_a760 (1).4PG 2A6MB  MNov 7, 2023, 21:48:32

B - mc_4a760.0Pc ZI6MB  Mov 7, 2023, 21:46:32

~ B Pictures

’ & IMG_1170 HEIC 2J99MB  Jul 25 2023, 20:28:46

B8 ¢ mennHec 213MB  Jul 23, 2023, 20:28:54

B « mMe_anzHEC 2.4 MB Aug 24, 2020, 08:43:38

@ - MG_a418 2.HEIC 2.4 MB Aug 24, 2020, 0B:43:41

-« [l Pictures/AiC| e
B - sisanzedrc G79MB  Sep 6, 2023, 10°54:38

“ @ Pictures{Phatos Library.photoslibrary
8 « menriHEE 213MB  Sep 5, 2023, 12:26:30
8 - me_szodrs 324 MB  Wov 28, 2023, 13:33:19
8 « mo_32124p6 316MB  Mov 28, 2023, 133819
B - MG 3957.0PG 291MB  Nov 28, 2023, 13:38018

S =

Note:

In some cases, you may have similar photos on your Mac, and Duplicate File Finder will
find them; however, it will display them in the Duplicate Photos tab, not in the Similar
Photos tab. The reason is that, in this case, similar photos are stored in duplicate folders
as well. The application displays these folders in the appropriate tab. If the app allows
you to remove similar photos, the structure of duplicate folders will be broken. That’s
why the app displays these files only in the Duplicate Folders and Duplicate Files tabs.
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Select Duplicates in Folder

If you have many duplicates, it might take a significant amount of time to review each file
and select unneeded copies in a specific folder. That’s why Duplicate File Finder
provides a special feature that will help you to complete this task much faster.

Go to the Select duplicates in folders tab.

&
|

® 08 <Back Find duplicates
Duplicates | Q TotalSize ¥ [ Auto setect |+ |
3 Wasiichivsizchl B2
| B 40 duplicates ~ 72mME |
y © From 1 MBto 10 MB
B Oupicte folders
; Q IMG_B153.jpg 607 MB 2
| B5  road-ahead-IXNI-rW., 374MB 2 @
I é ocean-palm-tree.jpg 251MB 2 a&
| 1
3 L]
! sahand-babali-55eSg3... 157 MB 2 '
= friends meet jpg 153M8 3
From 100 KB to 1 M8 17.2MB

Duplicates found
ﬁ Mykonos-Harbour-View... 575 KB 5

Select duplicates group to remove unneeded files

!' Los-Angeles-skyline-1..,

You will see a new window with a list of your folders and detailed information about how
many duplicate and unique files each of them has.



Name
(i B Foldar
e B Folder2
Clfr EFoies
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_Chack the box on 3 folder to ssiect duplicate files that
hisie s biulsidi the selacted foldar.

Check romove duglicata files of the selected folder
outside of it

{-‘\( Choose 2 {older te preview details.

Here you can also preview the duplicate files. For this, click on the folder and you will see

its content.

14y EEFoider2
O mErodar3

Folder 1

Duplicate Files

Duglicates in the folder

B
© Dok Me 3Dy »Fo s road-

Q Mykonos-Harbour-View copyj...

=200 v Ne v e ¢ Fo s Mykonos

‘& Mykonos-Harbour-View.jpa
D sMe »Ou v Fo o« Mykonos

! Db e 3 DuU b Fo s bakos-

L8

= Do Ne»Du b Fo b balos-

Duplicates aulside the Tolder

g adiss .

Dc + Ne o+ Do xFolder s mad:jog

§ Mykenos-Harhour-View copy 2.jpg
Dc v Mo » DU v Foo« Mykonas-

& Mykonos-Harbour-Visw copyjpg

= Pe +Ne »Du s Fo » Mykonos-

* Wykones-Harbour-View.pg
= bOc v Ne » Du 2 Foo» Mykonoss

= De v he » DU 3 Fo > balos-

Do b be # Du oo Fo e balos-
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To select all duplicates in a specific folder, just mark the appropriate checkbox near the
folder’s name. You will see how many duplicates were selected in this folder — the
number in the second column.

If you want to allow duplicates to remain in a specific folder, click on the Star icon near its
name. The Blue Star means that duplicates in this folder will be kept. Duplicate files in
other folders will be selected for removal. The number of files to be kept is shown in the
third column. So, if you want to select duplicates in a folder for removal — tick the
checkboxes near the folder’s name.

If you want to keep all files in a folder and select their duplicates in other folders — click
the Star icon near the folder’s name.

80 ® < Back Select duplicates in folders

Hame Dupficates Zelecied
a 8

Y]

a )

{

ocomn-palm-troo jpa

Duplicate Files
Dusplicates in the foider Ouplicates outside the foide:
. = Mykonos-Harbowr-View.jpg
= Do 2 ME » DU K FCd MWiDNoS-
g Penersmica-de-hollyusod-ba.. -
D 3 Ma > Do Foo s panarEm

panoramica-da-hollywood-boule..
F [ ¥ b F + panarimi

© 3 panor + O
panoramica-de-hollywaeod-ba...
Ok w Mg > T v Foo b panoram|
biles-beach_thanla_crete_af.. +. = bales-beach_chanla_erete_gres..
D » ME > Db Feoo bales = [ v Me oDl owFo b baleE-
& balas-boach_chani_crete_gr. o bakos-beach_chania_crete_groe...
= o 3 M3 Du b Fo ) Daios Dc o Me >0 » Fo ¥ bakes-
o g wesan-paim-tree i 4, =z wesan-palm-iresjog

T e s Db v 6 s Doman— B4 v My DL v Fo s pgean-

= Los-Angeles-glkyline-1024xE7 + = Los-Angsies-ckyline-1024¢576.|

If you don’t see checkboxes and star icons for selecting folders, this means that your
scanned folders don’t have common duplicates.

The same will be true if you scan only one folder, all the found duplicates are inside this
folder, and this folder doesn’t have subfolders.

There is one last step to remove all duplicates from a selected folder. All you need to do
is to click the Review to Remove button. The application will let you preview the files
once more and, if everything is in order, confirm your task by clicking the Remove button.
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Note that when you remove duplicates in the “Select Duplicates in Folder” window, you
can be assured that you will not remove all copies accidentally. At least one duplicate will
be kept because the application makes it impossible to select all folders and duplicate
copies.

Merge Folders

Duplicate File Finder provides two options to merge folders on your Mac. You can merge
similar folders the app found during the duplicate scan process. Also, you can choose
any two folders on your Mac and merge them, no matter whether they have duplicate
files or not. The steps of these two options slightly differ.

Option 1 - Merge similar folders
To merge similar folders, follow these steps:

1. Select and scan your folders or disks using the “Find duplicates” option in the sidebar.
2. Switch to the “Merge multiple folders” section.

@@ <{Bak Find duplicates

Dugheatos Q Tolal size v Auls Select

B widuptieates 7.2 MB
From 1 MB 10 10 MB
@ Oupiicate folders

Shmiter Ma da = IMG_B183jpg 607 M8 2

3 Similar photos

n & roach-ahoad- XML, 374 ME Z
Similmr audic

Magie-Tiocly & ocean-paim-mreedpg  REIMB 2

& similar folders NAME

P Merge multple Tokders & sahano-babali-5sesga. 1STMB 2

B3 Salect duplicates in folders

= pecple-yjpg 1.53 MB 3 |

From 100 KE to 1 MB 172 MB

Duplicates found
2= Mykonos-Harbour-Viow... 575 KB

Select duplicates group to remove unneeded files

B5  Les-Angeles-skyline-1.. 368 KB 2

nektny




3. You can also click the Merge Folders button in the Similar Folders tab.

=

® 08 (Hxk

Q  Size v Aute Gelect  ~ |

Folders that hawe similar foldars

Images
0 - 18 duplicates of 26 SENE

— Foider 2 s Falder1
I
= 18 duplecates of 24 ik

— Foleler 1
(
8 11 dupilicates af 12 S48

Folders similar to Folder 2
[ Images
— 16 duplizates of 26

Bduplioates of 12

Similar folders

182 MB Folder 2

37z ME

B . DocumentsHektory..

Folder 1

Simnikarity: 50%

) . DocumentsHekion,.,

Duplicate Files
O o= Los-Angeles-skyi.. I Los-Angeles-skyl...
~ S 1B4KB - 1Baka
| & Mykonos-Harbou... ( Mylkono s-Harbou...
. = TS KB ) = NSKB
® &  Mykonos-Harbouw... M MySonos-Harbou...
o B NS KB o NSKB
== Mykanos-Harbow..,
|
= g TS KB
balae-beark_cha_. balee-beack_chas.
L
a 18.4 KB = % 184 KB
— gy Dafos-beach_cha.. - s balos-beach_che,

=
—_— Merge Folders
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4. Select the source and destination folders to move or copy the content. You can select

multiple source folders. Simply check the checkboxes for the required folders.

>
@0® (Bak

Merge folders

Destination folder

ltems will be moved to the selected folder

Source folders

Itemse will be moved from the salected folders

B T Foidert = IMB_E148 HEIC
B Folder 2 = IMG_B153 2.jpg

8@ 1 Foiders 4 IMG_B153 jpg

& Mykanos-Harbo, . -View copy 2.jpg
= Mykonos-Harbour-View copy.jpg
= baball-6SeSg3SMNp.jpo

* balos-beach_ch..greece copy.jpg
= beach-sky copy.ipg

& heach-sky.jpg

= beach-sur.jpg

« beach-sunset.ipg

= frinnds.jpa

< penguin |pg

4 people-y.jpg

+ sahand-baball-55e5035MNRG.jog

|| Keep source folder after merging. Read more about Merge options.

BB Folder 1 & IMG_6163 1ipg
.Fa!&ui‘- = LA_sean_pav..rstock.0.0.jpg
I Folder 3 « Mykonos-Har..iew copy 2.jpg

=« Mykonos-Har.. View copy.jpg
= balos-beach_..eoce copyjpg
< beach-sky.jpg

# beach-sunset.jpg

= friends.jpg

& panoramica-d. vone copy.jng
= rogd-ghead.jpg

= sahand-babal .g35MNRQ.Ipa
= top-view-aari..087-1407pg
= two-peace-faced.|pg

= [MG_8144 HEIC

< IM0_6155 2.jpg

= IMG_8153.jpg

Cancel Review to A
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4. Before merging folders, you can specify the preferences for the action. Go to the app’s
Settings =+ Merge tab. Choose whether to keep the source folder after merging. If you
wish to add color tags to the merged files, choose the color for each group.

@ Settings

] i (-} i o ey a

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose how to merge folders

|| Keep source folders after merging

Files from the source folders will be copied to the destination folder.
The source folders will be removed into the Bin after the successful merging.

Set default Finder color tag to merged files:

None
@ Gray
) Green
P Purple ?
@ Blue

Yellow

@ Red
& Orange

@ Green

Once you have set up all the necessary preferences, click on Review to Merge. In the
next window, you will see which files will be copied/moved. If everything is right, confirm
the merge by clicking the Merge button.
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Source folder Confirm M Destination folder
Itams will ba moved from the selected folders ontirm tderge ftems will be moved to the selected folder

Folder 1 12v8 . Folder2 Estimatod Sizo: 9.4 MB |

-

Doewl » Ne » Duplicats folders » Folder 1 21 Dec 2023 ‘D& Ne s Dupl » Falder 2 wmggm
= IMG_E153.jpg = IMG_6153 1,/pg
= LA_saan_pavone_shutterstock.0.0.jpg = LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock.0.0.jpg
= Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576. jpg = Mykonos-Harbour-View copy.jpg
= Mykonos-Harbour-View copy.jpg % = balos-beach_chanla_crete_greece copy.jpg

& Mykonos-Harbaur-View.jpg i = p de-holly wood.. vard: copy.jpg

= balos-beach_chania_crete_areece copy.jpg = road-ahead.ipg

= balos-beach_chania_crete_greece.|py = top-vi ial-drone-sh,. tiful-beach_B0B7-1497 jpg

= ocean-palm-tree. jpg = two-peace-laced. jpg

& de-hally ol = IMG_6148.HEIC

= ica-de-hollyw [ P i = IMG_E153 2.jpg
& road-shead.jpg = IMG_6153.jpg

& top-vi jabec ha...tiful-beach_8087-1497.jpy = Los=Angoles-skyline-1024x576.|pg

& two-peace-faced.jpg W Monosnap screencast 2023-05-23 16-33-22 2.mpd

= Mykonos-Harbour-View. jpg

Note that if you are planning to merge unique files with the same name in different
folders, Duplicate File Finder will add a suffix with a number to the file’s name, which will
be copied/moved to another folder.

For example, you have two different images named Picture.jpeg. These files are located
in two different folders. When you merge the folders, the moved file will be renamed to
Picture-1jpeg.

If your two files had the name Picture-1.jpeg, then after merging folders, the moved files
would be renamed Picture-2.jpeg.

Option 2 - Merge any folders

If you want to merge any two folders on your Mac without scanning them for duplicate
content, do the following:

1. Switch to the Merge folders option in the sidebar.
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2. Choose the folders you want to merge. You can drag and drop the folders right to

the application’s window.

Gy Find duplicates

Merge folders

Organize and merge folders
@l Find duplicate pictures

JJ Find duplicate music

Choese a folder ~

3. Click Review.

Choose a folder ~

4. Choose a destination folder - the location where the content from the source folder
will be moved to. Also, you can choose a new empty folder for moving or copying

the content of merged folders.

Saurce folder .
e will be cogied from the selected faiders Choose merge cption

Drapbiox 4.23 MB

admin 1 Drophox 1 Beg 2023 .

= balloan-1430245_1280 capy |ng 988 KB
“ balloan-1430245_7280jpg BEEKE ‘m:?ﬁ.:“
« belloan-1430248_1280 copy.ing 102 KB
= halloan-1430246_1280.jpg 102 K8
= beach-118742_1280 copy.jpg ATT KB *
* besch-418742_1280p0 477 KE
3 besch-8514331_1280 copy jpg 433 KB
= besch-£614331_1280.ipg 433 KB
4 hot-pir-balloans- 18076211260 copy.ipa 20FHE
 hot-air-hallnans-1807521_1280.ng 209 KB [ ] [ ]

e
= hot-air-ballogns -3561264_1280 copy.ipg 38 KB +

« hot-nir-helloans-2561264_1280.ipg 248 KB Copy to othar
Choose foider...

& hot-air-balloons 55853171280 copy.jpg 263 KB

B Keep source folder after merging. Read more abaut Mergs options.

Destination folder
frems will be copied 10 1he selected foider

IChoud Drive
sdmin » Cloud Drive .

+ B Downloads
+ B Pages

+ B Pixelmator
+ B Scriptable

» [ Shortcuts

# balleon-1430245 1250 copy.jpg
= balloon-1430245_1280,jpa

* balloon-1430248_1280 copy g
* balloon-1430245_1280.pg

* beach-418742_1280 copyieg
= beach-418732 1280 ipg
 bench-6614331 1280 capy.ipa
= heach-6614331_1280.jpg

Estimated Size: 31.6 MB
Current Size: 3146 MB

5.98 MB
9.4 MB
1,98 MB
7.89 KB

0B
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Confirm the action by clicking the Merge button.

@ 0@ < Bsck Merge process completed successfully

v

Congratulations!

Merge process completed successfully

16 iterns were copied

Show Detsils Close

With Duplicate File Finder, you can compare two specific folders and find which duplicate
files they have. Here’s how to compare two folders on Mac for duplicate content:

1.

2.
3.
4.

Launch Duplicate File Finder.

Click Compare folders in the sidebar.

Drag and drop two folders to the appropriate sections in the app’s window.
Click Compare Folder.



B3 Find duplicates

Compare folders
Compare folders to eheck if they are identical
G Find duplicate plctures

J7 Find duplicate music

S .
W Cor ders

Folder 1

adminDocumants/Maktony docs!
Duplicate faldars

| choose othar falder

Fabder 2

admin/DocumentsMektany docs/
Duglicate foldars

Chooss othor folder |

5. In a moment, you will see the results showing the duplicate files both folders have
and unique files. The duplicate items are marked with an equal sign and grouped

in the list named Duplicates.

CUNE

3aM8

|~ Duplicates 9 Duplicates for 3.72 MB |~ Duplicates

 Los-Angalas-shyline-1024x578.ipg WO IBAKE

| = Mykonos-Harboir-View ipg 2808207  15KB
| = Mykonos-Harboir-View copy.jpa 2809207 115KE
| = balos-beach_chania_crete_graece copyipg ZBOS2017  1BAKB
| # balas-beach_chania_crete_graace.ipg OB IBAKE
| = ccean-paim-tree jpg 02042020  125MB
- ica-d i 2B0D20%  TASKE

[l ® Los-Angales-skyline-1024x576 jpg
| % wykonos-Harbour-Viawipg

* ocedn-paim-tree jpg

B Duplicates for 3.51MB

28002017
28082017

{1 = balos-beach_chanla_crete_greece. jpg 28082017

O8.04.3020
28092017

260920177 TISKE

LT T T T T T R}

O
1]
[ = road-shead ipy 13062022 157 MB

* road.jpg

“ Different items with same names 253 MB < Different Nems with same names.

& IMG_5153jpg 13062023 253MB | = + MG_B153 jpg
© Unigue items 3itoms for 575 MB | * Unique ftesms

& LA_gean_pavone_shutterstock 00 jpg 2808207 S51MB | = & IMG_B148.HEIC

« top-view-aerlal-drone-shot-heautiful-beach_B0S7-1457jpg  DR.04.2020  1GKE | & * IMB_E153 Zpg
« two-peace-faced Jpg 0E12.2023  127KB | ® 4 Monosrap screencast 2023-06-23 16-33-22 Zumpd 23.05.2023
|z * bahall-55eSg3SMNp.pg

Folders are not equal, different items: 875 MB, duplicates: 145 MB

13052022

14102018

184 KB
M5 KB

1B KB

125 MB
TEEKE

187 MB
304ME
A0a MA

18 ttoms for 32.4 MB

12102018
14.10.2048

13052022

124 MB
304 MEB
672 MB

TRE KB

6. If you want to delete duplicates from one of these folders, simply select those

duplicate files and click Review to Remove. Then confirm the deletion.




7.

8. Choose the merge option selecting to which folder you want to move files.

9.

il

folders{Folder 1

1ZzMB |

folders/Falder 2

38 MB

Duplicates-

% Los-Angelos-skyline-1024x578.jpg

= Mykonos-Harbour-View.jpa

= Mykonos-Harbour-View copyjpg

= boles-beach_chania_grete_greece copy.jpg
# bales-beach_chania_crete_greece jpg

* ccean-palm-trag.jpg.

- ! " Ing

- de-hally copyjpg 28.08.2017

= road-ahaad, jpo

Different ftems with same names

= IMG_6153 jpa

Unigqua items:

LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock 0.0, jpa
top-view-aerial-trone-shot-beautiful-beach_B0B7-1497 jpg

two-peace-faced jpg

3 7 ME Files
- salacted st

You can also merge the content of these two folders. For this, click the Merge

8 Duplicates for 372 MB
28092017 184 KB
28.08.2017

28.09.2017

15 KB
15 KB
18,4 KB
18.4KB

28.09.2017
28002017
09042020 125MB
28.08.2017 T35KB
F35KB
13052022
253MB

13062023
3 ftorme for 575 MB
28092017
09.04.2020
08122023

< Folders are not equal

Folders button at the bottom.

187MB =
253M8 |
551MB |

TEKE |
12768 |

Ij - Duplicates

= Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576 fpy
= Mykenos-Harbour-View.jpg

= halos-beach_chanla_crete_oreece.jpy

= ogean-paim-tres.jpg

@ o

8 Duplicates for 3,61 MB
28.09.2017 184 KB
28,08.2017 NEKE

28092017 1BAKE

080420010 126 MB

= road jpg
Difterent [ems with same names
= IMG_6153.00
Unique items
IMG_6148 HEIC
IMG_B153 2jpg:
* Monosnap screencast 2023-05-23 16-33-22 2.mpd
babali-55e3g35MMpPg

Merge Folders

28.09.2017 73.5KB

13052022 18TMB
3.04 MB
304aMB |
18 ltams for 32.4 MB
12102019 124MB |
14102018 304 MB
23052013 BI2MB |

14.10.2019

12052022 TBE KB

Click Review to Merge and confirm the action.

Source folder
ftams will be copled fram the selected foiders

Folder 1
De » Ne + Duplicate folders » Folder 1

1.9 M8
14 Jun 2023

4 IMG_5153.jpg 253 MB

LA_sean_pavone_shuttarstock.0.0pg 551 MB
Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x5786.jpg 184 KB
Mykonos-Harbour-iew copy.ipg 1S KB
Mykonos-Harbour-view.|pg 1S KB
balos-beach_chania_crete_greece copy.ipg 18.4 KB
balas-beach_chanla_crete_gresce jpg 134 KB
aeean-palm-tres. jpg 125 MB

fos - duholl

FISKE

ica-d 3 JIEKB

read-ahaad-IXENI-rWFwjpg 1.87 MB

p-vi saleel hot-beautiul-beach 80, 116 KB

@ Keep source folder after merging, Read more about Merge options.

Choose merge option

-

&=

Copy to:
Folder 1

v
-

Copy to other
Choose folder...

Destination tolder
ltema will be copled to the selected falder

Faolder 2
Do » Mo » BU » Folder 2

IMO_E153.jpa
LA_sean_pavona_shutterstock.0.0.[pg
Mykonos-Harbour-view copy.jpg

balos-beach_chanle_crete_greece copy.jpg

road-ahead-IXTNI-rWFw.ing
top-view-aerial-drone-shot-beautiful-beach_B_.
IMG_E148 HEIC

IMG_E153 Zipg

IMG_8153.jpg
Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576.jpg

Monasnap sereencast 2023-05-23 16-33-22.,,

Mykonos-Harbour-View.jpg

Estimatad Size:
Current Size; 32 MB

49.2 M8

2.53 MB
551 MB

115 KB
14.4 KB
T35 KB
187 MB

116 KB
124 MB
204 MB
.04 MB

184 KB

672 MB

28
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Compare files

Duplicate File Finder accurately compares the files and detects whether they are
duplicates or not. If you are not sure about the results or just want to compare two
specific files to see whether they are duplicates or not, you can use the Compare files
feature.

Here’s how to compare two files on Mac:
1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.
2. Click Compare Files in the sidebar.

B Find duplicates »

Compare files

Compare filea to check it they are identical
& Find duplicate pictures

7 Find duplicate music

>+ Merge folders

IPEG ﬂ g IPEG:
beach-418742_1280 jpg beach-H&14531_1280,jng

ndmin/DacumantsMoktony docs/
E Compare files » DBuglicate foiders

8 Compare folders

admnDacumentsfiNekiony docs)
Duplicate faldars

| choossather file | Chucse otherfie |

3. In the next window, you will see whether these files are different or duplicates. In
the example, you can see that the two files have different sizes, which means that
they are different.



@ 9 Bk

beach-418742_1280jng

Compare files

beach-8514331_1280./pg
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Path IUssrefadminiDotim entsMaktony docs/Duplicats foiders Path st raladminDocimantsiektony docsDuplicate folders

a7 BE Bytes (477 KB)
23 November 202516 27:21

Start Over

- d

13 November 2023 18:27:47 Mod ficaton Date

Files are differant

Show Difference

Restore Removed Files

By default, the application moves all these files to the Trash when you remove duplicates
with the application. If you accidentally removed some files and would like to restore

them, follow the steps below.

1. Go to the Menu Bar » Duplicate » select Restore Removed Duplicates or use the
Command+Y shortcut. Also, you can just click the Show Removal History button in the
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removal window.

@& Duplicate File Finder Pro  Scan Edit View Select Folder Window  Help

Reveal in Finder S8 0
Get Info # 1
Open #0
Remove Group from List # -
Add Group to Skip List 3# .
Add Files to Skip List o .
Restore Removed Duplicates ®HY
Review & Remove #E
Quick Remove S¥a

2. Select the files you want to restore using the checkboxes for files and groups of files.
Then click the Restore button.

The Ristory o1 liems remsyed Ty Duplicate Fiin Findar
and wh m the Trasiy

Removal History 7! chcan be reatored from b
& Sost by Romoval Date «
“ B Ramoved at 13:80:22

DumNskﬁleup sfFoider 1focean-palmitres jpg Rostored 126 M8

Documentsfe ktony docsDu_in-cheong-ppivm3G-imM oo Nol Restarable 123 MB

¥ ossDUp - od-boulevard o PR Rastered 735 K8

B cocumentaNeitany duesDug..-lighithewss-B011477 1260, 71 KB

B cocumensiNekrany docsioup..1imick-haupe-Mvesiriich e A6 ME

[+] y does/Du.. cate 5] Ywhale|pg Mol Hestarable 358 KE

Note, that to be able to restore the duplicates, the option Log Removed Duplicates has to
be enabled. You can check it in the Settings = Remove tab. Tick the checkbox always to
save your duplicates’ removal history.

Also, note that if the duplicates are deleted from the Trash, you will not be able to restore
them. It is only possible to restore files in the Trash folder or have duplicates in other
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folders. You can see next to each file name whether it is Restored, Restorable, or Not
Restorable.

In case you want to clear the removal history, right-click on any item in the left panel and
choose Clear All History in the context menu.

Removal sessions Q
14 Jun 2023 1 file y
m Restore All Files
29 May 2023 Restore All Files to Folder...
26 May 2023 Clear History for This Date
Clear All History -
_—

How to find the original files of the previously removed duplicates

Usually, we have a lot of duplicates in different folders. That is why it can be challenging
to remember where the original file is located. Fortunately, the Duplicate File Finder
application can show you the original data of the previously deleted duplicate.

To manage this, you need to open the Duplicate File Finder’s removal history. You will
see the list of all deleted files grouped by the date of removal. Select the necessary file in
your list and click on the icon called “Show Original file in Finder”.



The nidtary of ftems removed by Dupilcats File Findes
and which can be restorad from the Trash,

Removal History =

=4 Sort by Removad Date

i d at 17:28:08 \
Downloads/Meat the New MacCleaner Prot|1080m).mpa () 102 M8

DownloadsMacCleaner Prois...for your Mac!(10800) copy.mpd Restared 592 MB

DownloadsMacCleaner Pro 1s...ution for your Mac!{1080p).mpd Restored 5.92MB

This option will open the Finder window with the path to where the original file was
stored.

Settings

Duplicate File Finder can be finely tuned

for a quicker and more efficient duplicate search process by adjusting its settings or by
using its helpful options.

To open Settings, use the Command(Cmd) + Comma sign (,) key shortcut or go to the
Menu bar = select Duplicate File Finder = click Settings.

Here you will find eight tabs:
e General

e Scan
e Skip list

33
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Auto Select
Remove
Merge
Advanced
Disk Access

Let’s take a closer look at each section of the settings.

General Tab

In the General tab, you can choose what you want to find:

Find duplicate folders - the folders that contain duplicate content.

Find similar folders - the folders that contain both duplicate content and unique
files.

Find similar audio files - the audio files that contain the same audio track, however,
they are not 100% identical.

Find similar photos - the photos that look very close or almost identical.

Full-scale scan for similar photos - find similar photos of different sizes. The
Full-scale duplicate scan option means that the application will perform an extra
check when comparing duplicate files.

Find hidden duplicate files and folders - scan hidden content to find duplicates.



L= 0 (-] i > Ty =

General Secan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

What do you want to find?
Find duplicate folders

Find falders which are 100% identical
Find similar folders

Find folders which centain some duplicate files and some unigue files, The scanning time will be longer

@ Find similar audio files
Audio files which may not be 100% identical, but contain the same audio fracks. The scanning time will be langer,

@ Find similar photos
Photos that look really close or alrmost identical. The scanning time will be longer
| Full-scale scan for similar photos

Find similar photos of different sizes. The seanfilng titne will be larger.

[_] Find hidden duplicate files and folders
Scan hidden fokders to find duplicates.

S ———— T —————————

Please note that the last two options may make the scanning process longer.

Scan Tab

By default, Duplicate File Finder skips scanning small files. This helps to speed up the
scanning process by finding only the largest duplicates. However, you can set the
minimal file size you want to be scanned. Choose from the options in the Scan tab,
depending on your needs:

e Skip small files
e Skip files smaller than...
e Check all files
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General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access
Choose scan options
Scan options: Skip small files (auto) v
Small files will be skipped to speed up scanning.

Full-scale duplicates scan

Slower scanning algorithm. May slow down the scanning speed

Open the Music app to synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library

If duplicate or similar audio files are detected during the scan, you need to open the Music app to check if they are added to
the Music library.

B save and restore scan results

Enable this option to save the scan results when you close the application and restore them on next startup.

y

Also, in the Scan tab, you can switch on and switch off the following options:

- Scan options for file sizes

- Full-scale duplicates scan

- Open the Music app to synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library

- Save and restore scan results. This means that if you close the application, the
scan history will be saved. When you run the app the next time, you can quickly
view the results of the previous scan.

Skip List Tab

In this section, you can select the folders and files to be skipped from the scan. In the
sidebar switch to one of the sections you want to be ignored:

- Folders

- Folder names
- Files

- File names

- Extensions
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Click the Plus button to add items or use the Minus button to remove items from the Skip

&

General

What should be ignored

“Changed Scan options will be applied during the next scan.

Folders

Folder Names

Files

File Names

Extensions

(i}
.
L

Scan

@

Skip List Auto Select

[System

JLibrary

Library
Documents/ViberDownloads

Downloads/Telegram Desktop

+_

i}

Remove

b ad

Merge

By

Advanced

Disk Access

list.
[ A ]
(]
B
|
,
Auto Select Tab

With the Auto Select button in Duplicate File Finder, you can define folder settings to be

selected or never selected. It’s a convenient option when you need to remove duplicates

from particular folders. For this, add the folders you want to the Never Select list to
exclude them from selection, and add the folders to the Always Select list to remove
them when the Auto Select button is used. You will find these configurations in the Auto

Select tab of the app’s settings.


https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder

L Settings
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General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Configure Auto Select rules

b Always select in specified folders ®
a Downloads ‘

~ (@ Never selectin specified folders Apply auta-selection mules... ¥ (&

a Documents ‘

Dacuments/emall @E
ﬂ Nevar selact in Photos library Projects Select averything outside Ee]
B nNever selectin Phatos library Albums Saloct evarything outside 2
ﬂ Extra rules for similar photos
Extra rules for similar audio files
I i oS b il i i i B e F i e e ]

Priority s 2ssigned to rules in a tep-to-battem Fashien.

Also, you can add prefixes and suffixes used in the file name.

& o = i » S =

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Ramove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Configure Auto Select rules

2 ﬂ Select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified =
= a Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified 6]
copy of

copy of =S
copy
Konua
ban sao
copia de

salinan

ieooo0o0O0

Pricrity is assigned to rwles in a top-to-beitom fashien.

S v

Finally, you can enable or disable other rules for the Auto Select option by marking the
appropriate checkboxes and by choosing the preferred option for each.
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General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Configure Auto Select rules

- Always select in specified folders

(]

B8 oownloads

v [] Mever select in specitied folders Select everything outside & & || | .

Mever select in Photos library Projects v Select everything outside
Apply auto-selection rules to everything outside

ﬂ Mever select in Photos library Albums Seleel everyming oursite = ¥ g
B Extra rules for similar photas

> @ Extra rules for similar audio files
B select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified &

' Select with prefixes contained in the name 10 prefixes specified ®

Priarity is assigned to rules in a top-to-bottom fashion

Read more: How to set Auto Select rules in Duplicate File Finder.

Remove Tab

When you remove copies of files, some folders may become empty. If you want to

remove the empty folders automatically, enable the option Remove empty folders in the
Remove tab.

Removal options

By default, when you remove files with Duplicate File Finder, they are sent to the Trash.
Here you can change this and make the application remove your files permanently
without moving them to Trash. Generally, you can select one of the following options:

e Move to Trash

e Delete without moving to Trash

e Move duplicates to a folder


https://nektony.com/duplicate-finder-free/auto-select-rules
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General Scan Skip List Aute Select Remove Merge Advanced  Disk Access

Choose removal optien

e Move to Trash
Selected filas and falders will be moved to Trash,

) Delete without moving ta Trash
Selected flles and falders will be delatad.

- s -
Chooss Foldet...
Selectad filas and falders wil be movsd to the spacifiad {older -

] Allow removing all duplicate copias and cimilar media files

Enable this aption If you want to remove all files in the group, with na [tem left behind
¥ou might remove all files, both duplicate/similar and original files.

D Remove empty folders
Aemove falders which become empty after duplicates cleanup,

8 Loaremoved duplicates
Keep duplicates” removal history.

You can preview the history via menu: Duplicate -> R P s

If you select the third option, you will be asked to choose the folder from Finder.

Choose a folder to move duplicates to

Selected duplicates will be moved to the selected folder instead

of removal.
Files will be displayed by removal session including the foider
system where files werse moved to.

e | (T
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Merge Tab
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Besides finding and deleting duplicates, the application allows you to merge the scanned
folders. In the Merge tab of Settings, you can decide whether to keep or not keep source
folders after merging the content.

Also, you can set the Finder color tag to merged files.

@ Settings

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose how to merge folders

|| Keep source folders after merging

Files from the source folders will be copied to the destination folder.
The source folders will be removed into the Bin after the successful merging.

Set default Finder color tag to merged files:

Mone 4

& Ly e i » T =

"\,.. /".

Advanced Tab

In the Advanced tab of the Settings window, you can enable or disable the following
messages and options:

Show the Overview tab after scanning

Show confirmation window when using the Auto Select option
Show confirmation window after successful removal

Remind to regularly clean up duplicates

Send anonymous usage data



-] Settings
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General Scan Skip List Auto Salect Remove Merge Advanced  Disk Access

Customize special parameters
(] show the Overview tah after spanning
n Show the confirmation message when using Auto Select

Show the confirmation window after successful removal
@ Remind to regularly clean up duplicates

Send anonymous usage data
Mo sensitive data s collected, and we don't receive any information that could tell us who you are. Learn More,

Reset Application Settings

L ).
- i

Disk Access

In the Disk Access tab of Preferences, you can check whether you granted Full Disk
Access to Duplicate File Finder or not. The application requires Full Disk Access to be
able to remove selected duplicate files. If you haven’t done that, you will see the “Open
Preferences to Grant Access” button. Click this button, and you will see the Security &
Privacy section of System Settings where you can grant Full Disk Access.

e o =] i} > By &

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Grant Full Disk Access to find more files to clean up Mac

Read detajled instruction

Open System Settings to Grant Access

42



If you have already enabled Full Disk Access, you will see the appropriate message
about that.

L K -] 1ir > Ty =

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Full Disk Access enabled for Duplicate File Finder

The Duplicate File Finder Pro uses access to your
data to fully analyze your disk and help you clean up
unneeded junk.

Read detailed instruction

Shortcuts

There are a lot of quick navigational shortcuts in the app that make your duplicate
cleanup process even faster and easier.

General Navigation

Cmd+¥(1) navigate through duplicate groups

Enter select the checkbox



Space

Opt+4(1)

Cmd+F

Esc

Cmd+N

Cmd+Opt+O

Cmd+R

Cmd+O

Cmd+1

Cmd+2

Cmd+3

Cmd+4

Cmd+5

44

Quick Look preview of the selected file (press arrow down or
up to switch to the next file preview).

select the last (first) item in the current list.

search in the search field

reset search results

new scan

open the Finder window to select the folders for scanning

rescan the current folder

switch to Overview tab

switch to Duplicate Files tab

switch to Pictures section

switch to Movies section

switch to Music section

switch to Documents section



Cmd+6

Cmd+7

Cmd+8

Cmd+9

Cmd+P

Cmd+Opt+2

Cmd+Opt+4

Cmd+Opt+S

Cmd+Opt+M

Cmd+¢

switch to Archives section

switch to Others Files section

switch to Duplicate Folders tab

switch to Similar Folders tab

switch to Similar Media tab

Switch to the Similar Photos section

Switch to the Similar Audio section

switch to Select Duplicates in Folder tab

switch to Merge Folders tab

switch to upper file group

45



Similar Media tab

+(¢)

Opt+=(«)

Enter

Opt+Enter

Shift(M)+Enter

Opt+Shift(M)+E
nter

Space

Optt+Space

Double click
on the picture

show the next or previous similar file of the list in the left
section of preview window

show the next or previous similar file of the list in the right
section of preview window

select or deselect the similar file in the right section of
preview window

select or deselect the similar file in the left section of
preview window

keep the file from the left section and select all other similar
files for removal

keep the file from the right section and select all other
similar files for removal

open the file from the left section of preview window

open the file from the right section of preview window

open the picture or audio file



Selecting the files

o

1..9

++1..9

Cmd+A

Cmd+E

Cmd+L

Cmd+K

Cmd+D

Cmd+A+1¢

Cmd+E+1

Cmd+L++

Cmd+K++¢

select (deselect) file or folder

select items for removal by a number

select all items except one with a number

select all duplicates

select newest duplicates

select oldest duplicates

select any duplicates

deselect all duplicates

select the duplicates in active group

select newest duplicates in active group

select oldest copies for removal in active group

select any copies in active group

47



Cmd+D+4+ deselect duplicates in active group
Cmd+S show a list of selected duplicates
Cmd+T select the smallest similar media files

Cmd+Shift+T  select the smallest similar media files in active group

Opt+Enter select similar photo in the green frame

select a marked group* in the Duplicates Files, Duplicate

Cmd+Ent
m e Folders and Similar Media tabs

select a marked item of the group of duplicate files in the
right section or select a similar photo in the blue frame

Enter

*This shortcut works only when the option to remove all duplicate copies is enabled.

Other Shortcuts
Cmd+O+1¢ reveal the file in the Finder
Cmd+l show file information
Cmd+O open the file

Space preview the file

48
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Yort preview the next file from the list
Cmd+, open Preferences window
Cmd+Y open Removal History window
Cmd+W close Preferences window
Cmd+M minimize the application window
Cmd+F+ enter the fullscreen mode
Cmd+/ show the context hints

The algorithm for searching for duplicates

Before checking files for identity by their data, the algorithm for finding duplicate files
uses the main characteristic — sizes of the files. This means that if two or more files have
the same size, they are then compared by their data. The filename is not taken into
account. Users often rename files, so identifying duplicates by name is not reliable.
Furthermore, different files might often have the same name.

For example, If there are two identical files with img.png and myphoto.PNG, they will be
displayed as duplicates. However, if two files differ from each other in size — even by one
byte — they will not be displayed in the application.
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img.png myphoto.PNG

With the app, you can find duplicate files in several folders or even hard disks per single
session.

Specify a folder for duplicate removal

Imagine you have two folders with many duplicate files. You want to choose from which
specific place to remove the duplicates and where to leave them untouched. In other
words, you need to remove them from one folder but keep them intact in another. It may
be inconvenient to go through each file and flag it manually. That’s why Duplicate File
Finder provides you with the possibility of skipping this operation and making duplicate
removal super fast and easy. There are two scenarios for this task:

Compare folders for duplicates with the Auto Select button

1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.

2. Open the app’s Settings and switch to the “Auto Select” tab.

3. Add folders from which you want to remove duplicates to the “Always Select in
specified folders” list.
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General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Configure Auto Select rules

- ﬂ Always select in specified folders ®
@ Dpownloads @e

v I: Never select in specified folders Select everything outside < (B
u Never select in Photas library Projects Select everything outside o
ﬂ MNever select in Photos library Albums Select everything outside o

¥ a Extra rules for similar photos

> @ Extra rules for similar audio files

ﬂ Select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified )]
Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified ]
M calant in Dhatas Likean ik v il ~

Priarity Is assigned to rules in a top-to-bottom fashion.

\

4. Add folders in which you want to keep files to the “Never Select” list.

A
L) =] i) > Sy =
General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Configure Auto Select rules

> a Always select In specified folders @

Downloads

~ Never select in specified folders Apply auto-selection rules... £ ®
Documents

8 Documentsfemail

B Never select in Photos library Projects Select everything outside <
a Mever select in Photos library Albums Select everything outside t
> @ Extra rules for similar photos
> @ Extra rules for similar audio files
n Mt Al 21 i iffivne cnnsifiad fins

Priority is assigned to rules in a top-to-bottom fashion.




5. When the scan is finished, click the Auto Select button. You will see the selected
duplicate files in specified folders. Review the selected files and click Review to
Remove.

® 5 ® ¢Badk o] Find duplicates l
Dughcates a oSk e 2 cuplcates for 156 M
B andupiicates 211 M8 = At Select XA
From 1 ME ta 10 MB Selact Newest
B ouplicote folders 189 M = Doatn-esASIIASUIRY 8 TsEME Selact Cldast
- Daselact All
Sirmilar Madia
= IMG_2308.HEC z 16MB Auto Select |n Greup GHA
G Similar photes 168 MB Selact Newsst in Group %z
n e adl ot Select Cidast in Group BL
€@  Racoon summ o [SVGe.. 2 15 MB Deselect All in Group ®D
Magle Teals Auto Select Rules %
) - —_
& similar fotders 447 MB €@ Racoongigeling (5¥Go., 3 153 MB
¥ Marge multipls falders
) =  IMG_8307HEIC 1)2] 155M8 =
B3 select duplicates in foldars | b IMG_9307HEC 776 KB
* s Pictures » IMG_9307 HEIC 12 May 2023 at 21:00:01
2 IMG_9805 huic 2 136MB
ﬂ m IMG_9307 HEIC m 75 KB
_' '3'!- Pictures » Photos Libtary. photostibrary » IMG_3307HEIC 12 May 2023 at 21:00:01
%= advanced settings.ong 2 135 MB
Selected duplicate file
; according 1o Aulo Select rules
5 zakynthos-1683127.928. 4 134MB
1 i
KB File —1 i "
-t | P78 s | 1 e il Review to Remove
nektony A — =

Compare folders for duplicates with the Context Menu

1. Choose the folders you want to scan and click Find duplicates.

2. After the scan has been completed, you can preview the duplicates of all the file
types. When you click on each file, you can see which folders contain them.

@0 ® <Back Find duplicates
2 e Q. Total Size w | Auto Salect ~ |
B i duplicates ~ 554 MB
From 1 M8 ta 10 MB
@ ouplicato folders 24.5MB U i o Unmsi, 1 e
Siemilar Madia
- ¥ Screenshot2023-11-2., 103MB 2
&) Similar photos 11268
J9 Simitar audio 20,6 MB From 100 K8 1o 1 MB
Magle Tools
B Mykonos-Harbour-Vie., 804 KB 7
& simitar folders 297 MB
P Meroe muliple Tolders & am
£ seaipa. e 2 2 duplicates for 711 KB Auto Select In Group | v
B2 select duplicates in foiders
: o | seaing 366 KB
W SreenahinA0RE105 ANGKA, | R B Docw s Me s Du o Folder 2 + 584 jpg 26 May 2023 at 1541117
- 3 whale|pg \ 366 KB
&' Los-Angeles-skyline-10.. G52KB | 3 B Dor s Nes D Images s Wi g 36 May 2023 at 15:4117
2= red-lghthouse-601147., B42KB 2
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3. Right-click on the file from the path representation and call the context menu. Use the

“Select All Copies in ...” command for the specified file.

1.03 4B

e 50 {Back
Duzslieat g
| B A8 duplicates e 554 MB
From 1 M to 10 M8
B Dupsicate folders 205 M8 = e e L 0 e
IIIIIIII Mests
Seregnshat 2023-11-2...
@ Similar phates 11268 8 soreen
J3 Simiar audio BOEME From 100 KB 151 MB
fagic Toal
2 wykanos-Ha rhour-Via,
& Siniar falders 297 MB :

P Merge multiple foldery S seaipy

BR Select cuphates |n folders
B screenshot 2023-10-3..

= Los-Angeies-akyline-10.

B red-lighthause-601147

606 KB

552 KB

542 KB

Ul Sciect Al Copies in "Foider 2°

Raveal in Finder
Gt info

- X
Sainct for Ramaval
Kirap Only this Capy

Dasslact All Copias in "Faldar 2
Keap All Copies i “Folder 2
Sefwct Duplicates in Folder..

Add “saa.jpg" to Skip List
| Add “Faldor 2* to Always Salect List
i Add "Folder 2* to Never Salect List
| Open With ¥

*Please note that this command does not select duplicate files recursively in the
subfolders. So if you have some subfolders, you should repeat the command for them.

Full disk access

Duplicate File Finder is a software tool that optimizes and cleans up your Mac from
unneeded duplicate files, folders, and similar photos. All the duplicates you decide to

delete with this app will automatically go into the Trash.

Sometimes an important file may accidentally be deleted. Fortunately, you can easily

recover deleted files and folders with Duplicate File Finder. For this, the app has to have

Full Disk Access.

If you see a notification that the app doesn’t have Full Disk Access, your application

doesn’t have access to the Trash.


https://nektony.com/duplicate-finder-free
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To provide Full Disk Access to Duplicate File Finder and let the app restore items from
your Trash, do the following:

1. Open the app’s Settings and go to the Full Disk Access tab.
2. Click Open System Settings to Grant Access.

e o =] i > By &

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Grant Full Disk Access to find more files to clean up Mac

Read detajled instruction

Open System Settings to Grant Access

Alternatively, you can go to the Full Disk Access section by following these steps:
Open System Settings.

Go to the Privacy & Security section.

Click Full Disk Access.

Switch on the toggle button for Duplicate File Finder.

If you don’t see the app in this list, click the plus(+) icon and add Duplicate File
Finder.

a bk own -~

ece < Full Disk Access
Q search Allow the applications below to access data like Mail, Messages, Safari,
Home, Time Machine backups and certain administrative settings for all
a Notifications users an this Mac,
m Sound
st MacCleaner Pro «
Focus
B SereanTinie u App Cleaner & Uninstaller [ @]
@ Go i | ‘ Disk Space Analyzer [ @
4 nera:
Appearance | s Duplicate File Finder —_—
Accessibility | a
Funter )
Eg Control Centre «©
B siri & spotiight B Google Software Update

& Privacy & Security m Miriry Clesrier

B peskion & Dock

n Displays

o Wallnanar

- sshd-keygen-wrapper

+
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8. Now, you can easily restore all the removed items from the Trash.

" 7 The history of items removed by Duplicate File Finder
Removal History @ and which can be restored from the Trash.

(21 Sort by Removal Date

~ || Removed at 13:50:22

Documents/Nektony docs/Du...cate folders/Foider 1whale jpg Mot Restorable 356 KB

[ Documents{Nektony docs/Dup... 1fmick-haupt-MySsBKVICK. jpg & 17 396mB
D y docs{Du...in-cheong-pp: fmM.jpg  Not ble 1,23 MB
o [Mektony does/Dup...od-boulevard. Jpg d 735 KB
[ o /Nektony docsfDup...-lightt B011477_1280.jpg 271KB
Documents/Nektony docs{Dup...s/Folder 1focean-palm-tree.jpg Restored 1.25 MB

Compare 2 Macs for duplicates

Duplicate File Finder can help you even if you want to find duplicates between two Macs.
For this, follow the steps below:

1. Connect your two Macs using Apple File Sharing. For this, go to the System Settings
=+ General » Sharing.
2. Enable the File Sharing option.


https://support.apple.com/en-ca/HT204445

; es e < Sharing i
h Ecr:ﬁenShaﬁng » @

:::: [f‘gﬂShaﬂna © O }
ar.reen e zrionft'er-sharing B @
g::::: m::m Remote Apple Events ® Yo

B peskiop & Dock Iternet Sharing » ®

Displays

gw:ﬁ'@:er- Cais Caching ® N6
Screen Saver

3. You use the afp connection to have a more stable connection with the smb
click the Options button to set it up there.

Share files and folders using SMB
Number of users connected: 0

Windows File Sharing:

Sharing files with some Windows computers requires storing
the user's account password on this computer In a less secure
manner. When you enable Windows sharing for a user account,
you must enter the password for that account.

On Account

Admin
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. For this,
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4. After this, you will be able to select the whole disk or some folders from another Mac

you want to compare.

B8 % =M =% 8| g o- q Seash
Google Drive B Appilestions " o
25 iCHoue Dl | B Desiwp __________+]
" - [ Documents 3
[ Documents 1 Dowrikoads »
8 Applications Alex's MacBook Pro = :“'f“ ’
v B usic
! mn Connected as: !ﬂl. - b= il
E Mavies | Diseannect | B Piiblic ¥
) Downloads 1 ex =
[ Alex's Pubie Faldar »
3} alexeyuser 1 AleUser's Pussc Folger >
J1 Music = Macintash HD 10-10 B
;. Macintosh HD¥ 10-11 »>
= i i@ Server HO L2
Devices
@) Remots Dlsc
B osx1043
£ osx 10
[ osxio-12
&) HHD-Disk
(=Y
[ osxio-a
O www
Shared

5. Now open the Duplicate File Finder application and add folders from the local Mac
and the connected one. Click to find duplicates. Please note, that if you select the
whole disk, the scanning process could be very long.

=] Find duplicates
1 Find dupl Find duplicates

Find and remaove duplicate files, cupficate folders, dupbicate pictures and music files

& Find duplicate pictures »

J1 Find duplicate music

O Merge folders

«BiS

Add foldars 1o scan ~

W Compare folders

Downloads

B compars files B 550 + M Users » [ admin

Find duplicatss
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6. After the scan is complete, you can use the Select Duplicates in Folder option to

easily select duplicates on one of your Mac’s folders.

o0 e {8xk Find duplicates
Dugpficates 4 Total Size w Auta Selact |~
B A duplicates ~ 276 M8
From 1 M8 to 10 MB
W ouplicate tolders
millar Mudls ES  Mykonos-Harbour-View.., 575 KE 5
& Similar photos
n Sk andis == beach-skyjpg 407 KB X
tagic Teals :
& beach-sunjpg 395 KB 3 -
& simitar folders 276 MB 3 duplicatos for 407 KB Auto Select in Group |
> Merge multiple folders B Los-Angeles-skyling-1.. 368 KE o beach-sky copy.ipg 1396 KB
L ] i
- Do » We » Du ¥ Fol » boach-sky cop 20 May 2023 a1 15:4110
B Seinct duplicates in falders o
= penguinjpg 308 K8 2 <  beach-sky copy.jpg 138 KB
'?3 Bo o« Me o Buis Fo' » beach-sky cop 26 May 2023 a1 15:41:10
5 panoramica-de-hollyw.., 220 KB 3 . boach-sky.ipg 136 KB
B B Ne s Bu o Fuollr s Besichockyion 26 May 2023 at 1§:41110
Less than 100KB
Z=  bales-beach_chania_cr.,. 736 XE &

Please note that you can remove duplicate files from both of your Mac computers.
However, when you remove duplicates from the Mac on which the Duplicate File Finder
application is launched, the files are moved to the Trash folder. If you need to, you can
restore them later from the Trash. However, if you remove files from the connected Mac
computer, by default, Apple removes them permanently without putting them into the
Trash. This is true for all network disks. Thus, before selecting and deleting duplicate
files, ensure you do not need to restore them.

Duplicates in the Music Library

Launching the Music app by Duplicate File Finder

Duplicate File Finder finds duplicate audio files in your Music library. If you usually keep
your music files in the Music app, please enable the option “Open the Music app to
synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library.” This will allow Duplicate File
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Finder to check whether these files are included in your Music Library and correctly

process the removal of the duplicates. For this, do the following:

1. Go to Duplicate File Finder’s Settings.

2. Switch to the Scan tab.

3. Mark the checkbox next to the “Open the Music app to synchronize detected
duplicates in your Music library” option.*

Note: This option works only in the site version of Duplicate File Finder.
If you are using macQOS 10.10-10.14, you will have to open iTunes.

r.A A
e L% = i bad They -
General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access
Choose scan options
Scan options: Check all files (slower) v
Mo files will be skipped. All files will be checked, Slower scan

Full-scale duplicates scan

Slower scanning algorithm. May slow down the scanning speed.

Open the Music app to synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library
It duplicate or similar audio files are detected during the scan, you need to open the Music app to check if they are added 1o
the Music library.

a Save and restore scan results

Enable this option to save the scan results when you close the application and restore them on next startup,

Once you enable this option, Duplicate File Finder will check detected duplicates in your
Music Library. Before doing this, it will show you a confirmation window to open the
Music app.

Click Open Music to allow Duplicate File Finder to synchronize duplicates in Music
Library.

In this window, you also can enable the option to Automatically launch the Music app
when needed. For this, just mark the checkbox next to the appropriate option.
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' Open the Music app to check if the detected duplicate
) . audio files are included in your Music library

Duplicate or similar audio files were found. These files could be
added to the Music library. To check this information and process
it correctly, you need to open the Music app.

e Automatically launch the Music app when needed

Learn more... Don't Open Open Music

Grant access to the Music app

When Duplicate File Finder removes duplicates from the Music app, the Music library
should automatically be updated; however, in some cases, you might face an issue. This
can happen if you switch off access to the Music app for Duplicate File Finder.

You need to allow Duplicate File Finder to access the Music app to solve the issue.

Please follow the next steps to grant access and solve the issue:

1. Open System Settings = go to the Privacy & Security section.
2. Scroll down and find the Automation option.
3. Find Duplicate File Finder and enable the Music option for it.



@0 e < > Automation

Q Search Allow the applications below to control other applications. This will
provide access to documents and data in those applications, and to

H mNuULnivauuis 2 %
perform actions with them.

w Sound

Focus > ¢ MacCleaner Pro

B Screen Time > B App Cleaner & Uninstaller

iz General v ¢ Duplicate File Finder
Appearance
Music
Accessibility 0
t‘j Control Center Fhotos «©
B siri & Spotlight Finder [ @
Privacy & Security
ﬂ > ‘, Finder
Desktop & Dock
B ¢ > Funter
@ Displays

i Wallpaper

4. Once you have granted access, go to Duplicate File Finder and click Open Music.

‘ Open the Music app to check if the detected duplicate
@ . audio files are included in your Music library

. Duplicate or similar audio files were found. These files could be
added to the Music library. To check this information and process
it correctly, you need to open the Music app.

S Automatically launch the Music app when needed

Learn more... Don't Open m

Autoselecting in Music Library

Note: The Auto Select rule for Music Library works only in the site version of Duplicate
File Finder.

In the Duplicate File Finder Preferences = Auto Select tab, you can set up to
automatically select duplicates in Music Library when using the Auto Select button. For
this, just mark the checkbox for the “Select in Music Library” rule.


https://nektony.com/duplicate-finder-free/auto-select-rules#select-in-music-library-rule
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L e = /] o > By =
General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access
Configure Auto Select rules
» B Extrarules for similar audio files
@ select with suffixes contained in the name 31 suffixes specified @
> Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified ®
Select in Photos Library Select duplicates outside Ph... < -
—_— Select in Music Library
a Select by full path = S'tilac':.t dupiici't_atz e MyEiG L‘mﬁ" ,J
Select by name Select alphabetically b |
Select by parent folder Select alphabetically <
B select by full path lenath Select shorter path ¢
Select by name length Select shorter name <
Priority is assignad to rules in a top-to-battom fashion,
l\ /.

Note:

e This rule can be used only if the Duplicate File Finder has access to your Music
Library.

® Before scanning and removing duplicate music files, you need to open the Music
app. Also, you can enable the option to automatically launch Music by Duplicate
File Finder.

When you enable the “Select in Music Library” rule, you will see the following notification:

. Select in Music Library

... This rule can be applied if during scanning the Music app was opened,
and Duplicate File Finder got information about the files in the Music

library.

Do not show this message again

Thus, when using the Auto Select button for files in the Music Library, don’t forget to
open the Music app or allow Duplicate File Finder to do this for you automatically.


https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#grant_access_music
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#grant_access_music
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#music_library
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#music_library

Duplicate File Finder is free to download from the App Store and allows you to find and
remove duplicate files. It also has a PRO mode that provides even more features and is
available with in-app Purchase. Let’s take a look at the added benefits.

Free mode

Pro mode

Finds all duplicate files and folders

Finds similar photos

Deletes duplicate files

Scans all types of drives

Compares two files

Compares two folders

Finds duplicates in hidden folders

Provides a Quick Look of duplicates

Searches quickly among duplicates by category type
Skips scanning certain folders, files, and files with specified extensions
Uses the Auto Select option

Quickly open duplicates in Finder

Regulates minimum and maximum file sizes for scanning

Includes all the features of free mode and even more:

Removes duplicate folders

Removes duplicates from Similar folders

Merges folders

Uses Select Duplicates in Folder option

Restores removed duplicates

Includes the option to remove duplicates to a specified folder instead of
moving to Trash
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Thus, if you want to do a deep cleanup, you should upgrade to Pro. Let’s learn how to
upgrade:

1. Click the green button from the top right corner of the app’s window.

Duplicates Q| Total Size ~ | Auto Sefect  w

B i dupicates v 276 MB
From 1 ME to 10 MB

i ouplicate folders

Simalar Metha = Mykonos-Harbour-View... 575 KB 5

& Similar phatos

I Simiaraudie 3 beach-skypg 407K8 3
Magtle Yoals
== beach-sun.jpg 305 KB 3
€ Simiar folders 276NM8 3 duplicates for 407 KB [ AutoSelect in Braun |~ |
}. Marys mat il ;-‘1 Los- Angeles-skyfine-1.. 368 KB 2 - beach-sky copyjpg 136 KB
= B booNe s D Fols baach-sky cop 26 May 2023 at 16:4170
B3 Soleot duplicates in falders
= penguinjpg 308KB 2 | gk beach-sky copyjpo 136 KB
, = D » Ne » D s Fol o heach-sky cop 26 May 2023 a1 1624770
&= panoramica-de-hollyw.. 220 KB 3 ' L teach-skyipg 136KB
. e Do » Ne 3 O oo Fole » beach-sky.jpg 26 May 2023 at 165:4170

Less than 100KE

-Sﬁ balos-beach_chania_cr... 73.6 KB a

nekinny

2. You will see a pop-up window. Select the plan you need and click Buy Now.
3. In the window that appears, enter your Apple ID username and password, and
click Sign in.

That’s all. As soon as the in-app purchase is completed, the green button and lock icons
next to the features disappear. If no changes occur after purchasing, then reboot your
Mac = launch the app = click Unlock Full Version again = click Restore.
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Uninstall Duplicate File Finder

Follow these steps to uninstall the app manually:

1.

2.
3.

Quit Duplicate File Finder.

Go to the Applications folder = remove Duplicate File Finder to Trash.

In the Finder’s menu bar, click Go » Go to Folder » In the window that
appears, type “/Library, and press Enter.

Within the Library folder, find and remove Duplicate File Finder service files.
Note that depending on the version of the app you use, you will need to find
and remove different folders.

If you downloaded the Free version of the app from the App Store, find and remove the

following files:

“/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicates-Finder
“/Library/Containers/com.nektony.Duplicates-Finder

If you purchased the PRO version of the app on the App Store, find and remove these

files:

“/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicates-Expert
“/Library/Containers/com.nektony.Duplicates-Expert

If you downloaded the app from the site, find and remove these files:

“/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SlI
“/Library/Application Support/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SlI
“/Library/Caches/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SiI
“/Library/Preferences/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-Sll.plist


https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duplicate-file-finder-remover/id1032755628?mt=12
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duplicate-file-finder-pro/id962263890?mt=12
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Once you removed all service files, empty your Trash bin to completely uninstall
Duplicate File Finder.

nektony

support@nektony.com

https://nektony.com


mailto:support@nektony.com
https://nektony.com/

