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Overview

Duplicate File Finder is an application to find and remove duplicates on your Mac. It also
allows you to organize files, merge folders, compare files for duplicates, and find similar
pictures and music files.

When you launch the application, you will see the first dialog window that invites you to

choose a folder you want to scan. From the sidebar, you can switch between different

options to work with duplicate files:

Find duplicates - the application will scan the chosen folders and disk and find
duplicates of all types of files, duplicate folders, similar media files, and similar
folders.

Duplicate pictures - the app will scan your folders, disk, or Photos Library and find
duplicate and similar pictures.

Duplicate music - the app will scan your folders, disk, or Music Library and find
duplicate and similar music files.

Merge folders - here, you can choose two folders to merge and organize your files.
Compare folders — compare two folders and check whether they are duplicates
or not.

Compare files — compare two files if they are 100% identical.
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Here is how to use Duplicate File Finder:

1. In the Find duplicates option, choose the folders you want to scan.
2. Click the Find Duplicates button.

3. See the results and select all unneeded duplicates.

4. Click the Review to Remove button and confirm the action.
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Now let’s see in more detail how to find and remove duplicate files and folders from your
Mac.

Step 1. Choose a folder for scanning and click the Scan button

When you launch the application, you will see the first dialog window showing the “Find
duplicates” option and inviting you to choose the folders you want to scan. You can scan
your Home folder or add individual folders. Note that you can even add an external disk
for scanning. Duplicate File Finder supports both external and internal volumes.



Find duplicates

Find and remove duplicate files, duplicate folders, duplicate pictures and music files
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Step 2. Get the results

When duplicate scanning starts, an animated chart is displayed to reflect search results.
The entire search process time depends on the volume’s size.

Duplicates by Type

i Bar chart |




After the scan is complete, Duplicate File Finder will show you the list of found duplicate
items.

Step 3. Select duplicates

In the left sidebar, you will see different tabs, allowing you to switch between the
following categories of items:

- Duplicate files (with a drop-down menu allowing you to see separately duplicate
pictures, music, movies, documents, and archives)

- Duplicate folders

- Similar photos

- Similar audio

- Similar folders

Preview the files and select those you want to remove. If you have thousands of
duplicates and need a quick way to select all duplicates, use the Auto Select button. It
will select all duplicates and keep only one copy in each group of duplicates on your
Mac.
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Step 4. Remove duplicates
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The last step is to delete duplicates by clicking the Review to Remove button. You will
see the list of all selected duplicates. Preview them and confirm by clicking on Remove. If
you want to keep some files, just uncheck the checkboxes by the names of the files, and
they will not be deleted.
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Statistics window

If you want to see the statistics of types of duplicate files, in the menu bar, click View and
select Overview.
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You will see a window showing the size of the types of duplicates you have. You can
choose to preview the details in either a bar chart or a pie chart. In addition, if you have
similar folders (folders that contain a mix of duplicate and unique files), this tab provides
information about their size.
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Duplicate Pictures

If you want to find only duplicate pictures, use the appropriate option in the sidebar.
1. Click Duplicate pictures in the app’s sidebar.
2. Choose the folders you want to scan (you can scan even your Photos libraries).
3. Click Find duplicates.
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4. Select unneeded duplicate and similar pictures.
5. Click to remove them.
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Duplicate Music

If you want to find your duplicate music files, use the appropriate option in the sidebar.
1. Click Duplicate music in the app’s sidebar.
2. Choose the folders you want to scan. You can even scan your Music library.
3. Click Find duplicates.
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4. Select unneeded duplicate and similar audio files.
5. Click to remove them.
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Similar Folders

Duplicate File Finder allows you to find not only duplicate files and folders but also
Similar folders. Similar folders are nearly identical and contain both duplicate and unique
files. They are presented in a convenient way for you to quickly compare them and
identify unneeded copies.

What are Similar Folders?

Imagine you have several folders on your Mac or drive that contain identical and unique
files. These folders are not duplicates in this case, as they keep different data. The
folders on the screenshots below keep two duplicate files and one unique file. In the
Duplicate File Finder program, such folders are called similar folders.
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Note: /f two folders have at least two duplicate files, the application shows them as
similar folders. If there is only one common duplicate, then the folders are not

considered similar ones.

To see similar folders, switch to the Similar Folders tab from the left menu.
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Here you will find a visual representation of duplicates in two folders. The striped section

of the two intersecting circles shows how many duplicates they have, while the other

parts of the circles represent unique files.

Duplicates: 2.79 MB Different items: 283 MB
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Below the chart, you can see the list of copies and non-repetitive files. Please note that

the app prevents the removal of unique files, so you don’t have to worry about
unintentionally removing files you need to keep. You can select only identical files for
removal.

T Screenshots 283 MB E images 2.86 MB
admin/Screenshots Downloads/Google d...g. How to fix./images
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T Pictures 0B

If the folders keep mostly duplicates and only one or several unique files, then the visual
view would be like in the screenshot example, where one circle is located inside another
one.

Duplicates: 350 MB Different items: 0 B
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One folder may have several similar folders at the same time. The app shows all similar
folders in one list, so it’s easy to review them and decide which files to remove and which
ones to keep.

Find duplicates
a Site w
I Folder 1 27 duplicates
Folder 2 269 B
= Foldar3 0 duipleeatin
B Folder 2 14.9 8
5 Folder 1 7 duplicates

Folder 3 BIBHE

These 3 folders have similar folders
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Once you select all unneeded files, click Review to Remove in the bottom right corner.
You will be switched to the preview screen of all selected duplicates. If you are sure you
don’t need them anymore, do the last step — confirm by clicking the Remove button.



Duplicate Folders

14

Duplicate folders are folders that have identical content and keep the same duplicate
files. Note that these duplicate files can have different names.

Take a look at the screenshots below. These folders contain duplicate files and no other

data, so they are duplicate folders.
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The application shows duplicate folders in the appropriate tab of the left panel. Here, you

can select all duplicate folders and remove them.
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Please note that files inside duplicate folders are not displayed in the Duplicate Files
section. So, when you remove duplicate folders, nothing changes in the Duplicate Files
section.

Also, note that duplicate folders can contain other duplicate folders inside them. The
application shows the folders of the top level of the directory only. It doesn’t display the
inside duplicate folders.

Similar Media

Apart from finding identical photos and music by size and binary data, Duplicate File
Finder also finds and displays similar photos and audio files.

If you like to take many pictures to get the best one, then you may have plenty of
unnecessary similar photos. Here’s how to manage your similar photos, quickly sort them,
organize them, and remove unwanted pics. The process of clearing unneeded similar
audio files will be the same.

1. Switch to the Similar photos section.



2. Here, you will see photos grouped by similarity.
3. Review each group of similar photos and select unneeded ones. The different colors

of frames indicate which photo from the list is displayed in the Preview section.
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4. You can also use the Auto Select feature to automatically keep one picture in each

group and select all other files.
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5. Once you have selected all unwanted photos, click on Review to Remove and
confirm their deletion.
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Note:

In some cases, you may have similar photos on your Mac, and Duplicate File Finder will
find them; however, it will display them in the Duplicate Photos tab, not in the Similar
Photos tab. The reason is that, in this case, similar photos are stored in duplicate folders
as well. The application displays these folders in the appropriate tab. If the app allows
you to remove similar photos, the structure of duplicate folders will be broken. That’s
why the app displays these files only in the Duplicate Folders and Duplicate Files tabs.
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Select Duplicates in Folder

If you have many duplicates, it might take a significant amount of time to review each file
and select unneeded copies in a specific folder. That’s why Duplicate File Finder
provides a special feature that will help you to complete this task much faster.

Go to the Select duplicates in folders tab.

&
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You will see a new window with a list of your folders and detailed information about how
many duplicate and unique files each of them has.
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Here you can also preview the duplicate files. For this, click on the folder and you will see

its content.
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To select all duplicates in a specific folder, just mark the appropriate checkbox near the
folder’s name. You will see how many duplicates were selected in this folder — the
number in the second column.

If you want to allow duplicates to remain in a specific folder, click on the Star icon near its
name. The Blue Star means that duplicates in this folder will be kept. Duplicate files in
other folders will be selected for removal. The number of files to be kept is shown in the
third column. So, if you want to select duplicates in a folder for removal — tick the
checkboxes near the folder’s name.

If you want to keep all files in a folder and select their duplicates in other folders — click
the Star icon near the folder’s name.
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If you don’t see checkboxes and star icons for selecting folders, this means that your
scanned folders don’t have common duplicates.

The same will be true if you scan only one folder, all the found duplicates are inside this
folder, and this folder doesn’t have subfolders.

There is one last step to remove all duplicates from a selected folder. All you need to do
is to click the Review to Remove button. The application will let you preview the files
once more and, if everything is in order, confirm your task by clicking the Remove button.
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Note that when you remove duplicates in the “Select Duplicates in Folder” window, you
can be assured that you will not remove all copies accidentally. At least one duplicate will
be kept because the application makes it impossible to select all folders and duplicate

copies.

Merge Folders

Duplicate File Finder provides two options to merge folders on your Mac. You can merge
similar folders the app found during the duplicate scan process. Also, you can choose
any two folders on your Mac and merge them, no matter whether they have duplicate
files or not. The steps of these two options slightly differ.

Option 1 - Merge similar folders
To merge similar folders, follow these steps:

1. Select and scan your folders or disks using the “Find duplicates” option in the sidebar.
2. Switch to the “Merge multiple folders” section.
3. You can also click the Merge Folders button in the Similar Folders tab.

®o® [ «Back Find duplicates

Puplicatas G Size w
B widuplicates ~ 251M8

B Folder 3 20 duplicatas
B Duplicate folders B Folder2 17.8 MB
Smilassse = Folder 1 16 duplicates
G Similar photos = Folder2 pess

|

47 Simitar audio = Folder1 7 duplicatan .

B Folder 3
N Dupbicates: 7,23 MEB  Diffarant tems: 43.8 MB
Magle Toals
@ Shmitar folders 127 MB B Folder1 12 MB By Folder 2 39 MB
B pocumentsitektony...\leate foldarsFoicnr 1 B ecumaontspisktany... beat folduesFalder 2

= Los-Argeles-skybne-1.. 184 KB

}-’ Merge multiple falders I Duplicates 372 MB | Duplicates 3,61 MB
= Los-Angeles-skyline-1.. 184 KB

B2 Select duplicates in foldars
& Mykohos-Harbour-vie... 115 KB

= Mykonos-Harbour-Vie... 115 KB
= Mykonos-Harbour-Vie.. 115 KB
& balos-beach_chania_... 18.4 KB * balos-beach_chania_ 184 KB
= balos-beach_chania_. 18.4 KB

& ocean-palm-tres.jpg 1.25 MB & ocean-palm-trea.jpg 1.25 MB

= pancramica-de-holly... 73.6KE & panoramica-de-holly.. 735KB
# pancramica-de-holly,.. 735KE =

& rnar.ahaard inn 1RTME = | & rmadine 1687 un

—_— Merge Folders

nektony




22
4. Select the source and destination folders to move or copy the content. You can select
multiple source folders. Simply check the checkboxes for the required folders.

®o®e [T Bak Merge Multiple Folders

Source folders Destination folder

Ttema will be copied fram the solectod folders

Itorrs vill bo copied to the sclocted foldar

B = Foideris 4 IMG_ G148 HEIC BB Foldar 1 = IMB 6153 Ling s
Falder 2 + IMG_G153 2.jpa [ Feldar 2 = Los-Angeles-. 1032676 Tire =
B & roderss < IMG_B153jpg 8 Folgar 3 = Wykonos-| Har__ i coy Py 2jpg =
< Mykanss-Harbe, . -View cepy 2.isg & Miyhones-Har e espy Lipg =
& Mykonos-Harbour-Wiew copy.pg = Mykonos-Harbour-View 1.jpg
4 haball-65eSo3SMNp.Jpa = bahali-535e5035MNp Lino »
* bales-beach_gh..greecs copy.ipg % Ealos-beach_..coe copy 1jpa =
= beach-sky copy.jpg = balos-beach_ e greece 1jpg =
« beach-skyjpg a beach-sky copy1jpg »
+ beach-sun.|pg & beach-tky.jpg =
& beach-sunget.ipg = beach-sun 1jpa @
« Friends. jpg & beach-sunset.jpg =
4 penguin.|pg = friends.jpg *
« peopla-y.ipg = panoramica-d.ene copy 1jpg
<« sahand-baball-55eS035MMp0 Jog = panoramlica-d_anpawons 1jpg =
® ponguln Lipg o
B Keep sauree folder aftar merging. Read mere Cancel Raview to Merge
S - 4

5. Before merging folders, you can specify the preferences for the action. Go to the app’s
Settings » Merge tab. Choose whether to keep the source folder after merging. If you
wish to add color tags to the merged files, choose the color for each group.

@ Settings

] i (-} i o ey a

General Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Choose how to merge folders

|| Keep source folders after merging

Files from the source folders will be copied to the destination folder.
The source folders will be removed into the Bin after the successful merging.

Set default Finder color tag to merged files:

None

@ Gray

) Green

& Purple

@ Blue
Yellow

@ Red

& Orange

@ Green
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Once you have set up all the necessary preferences, click on Review to Merge. In the
next window, you will see which files will be copied/moved. If everything is right, confirm

the merge by clicking the Merge button.

" @0 ® [[] <Back Review Merged Folders

|
| Source folders Destination folder
| Items will be copled from the selected folders Items will be copied to the selected folder
3 Folder 1 12MB . Folder 2 Estimated Size: 53,6 MB
‘Documants » Nekter » Diplicate falders » Folder 1 21 Dec 2023 Din » Me ¥ Duplicate fold > Foldar 2 Current Size: 46,3 MB
2 | Folder 3 10,8 ME RiIME-B16 1-ie0 @
v} * Nekto » Dy ate foldars > Foldar 3 21 Dec 2023 ® Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576 1.jpg »

= Mykonos-Harbour-View copy 2.jpg »
| = Mykonos-Harbour-View copy 1.ipg
= Mykonos-Harbour-View 1.jpg =
| * babali-55eSy3SMNp Lipg *
= balos-beach_chania_crete_greece copy 1.jpg »
= balos-beach_chania_crete_greece 1.jpg »

& beach-sky copy 1.jpg »

= beach-sun 1jpg =
= beach-sunsetjpg »

1
‘ & beach-sky.jpg *
& friends.jpg »

& panor de-hollywood-b copy 1.jpg

n TPl AT R e
G ’ A

Note that if you are planning to merge unique files with the same name in different
folders, Duplicate File Finder will add a suffix with a number to the file’s name, which will
be copied/moved to another folder.

For example, you have two different images named Picture.jpeg. These files are located
in two different folders. When you merge the folders, the moved file will be renamed to
Picture-1.jpeg.

If your two files had the name Picture-1.jpeg, then after merging folders, the moved files
would be renamed Picture-2.jpeg.
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Option 2 - Merge any folders

If you want to merge any two folders on your Mac without scanning them for duplicate
content, do the following:

1. Switch to the Merge folders option in the sidebar.
2. Choose the folders you want to merge. You can drag and drop the folders right to

the application’s window.

Gy Find duplicates

Merge folders

Organize and merge folders
@l Find duplicate pictures

JJ Find duplicate music

Choose a folder ~ Choose a folder ~

3. Click Review.
4. Choose a destination folder - the location where the content from the source folder

will be moved to. Also, you can choose a new empty folder for moving or copying
the content of merged folders.



esce TI <Baeck Merge Multiple Foldars
Source folder Destination folder
[t=m= will be copied from the sourc= foider Chooge merge option ftermis wil be capisd 1o the destination falder

Folder1 12 M8 . Folder 2 Estimated Size: 47,2 MB

[ » Me 3 Cuplicars folders » Folder 1 21 Oee 2073 b Ne » Duplic » Foioer 2 Curtent Size: 163 WE

= (WG 6183 Ipo /53 MB . = Loc-fngelas-kyling-1024x575 1/pg 184 KB

* LA_sgean_pawane_shuttarstock.00.jpg 551 ME Capy 1o = Mykonos=Harhour-View copy 1ipg TS KB

& Los-Angeles-skyline- 10243575 jpg A4 KB i = Mykonos-Harbour-View 1jpg 16 KB

= Mykonos-Harbowr-iaw copy g TIEKE = hales-heach_chania_greta_greece copy 1 jog 18,4 KB

= Mykona s«Harbosryiawming 15 KB % balossbaach_chania_ciets_groace 1jng 184 KB

& balos-beach_chanls_crets_gréecs copy jpg 18,4 KB > & p Ica-de-hollywood-bodlevard ne.. 75 KE

2 bales- beach_chania_srote_gresss.jpg B4 KB Copyto = panoram da. boulovard e~ 73,6 KB

+ ogean-palm-iree jpg 1,25 ME Falder 1 4 Iop-view-asral-drone-shot-beautiful-besch_BOBT-.. 116 KB

< panoramica-de: b lywood-boulevand -seanpavena., T3,5HE “ two-pesce-faced 1ipg 127 KB

L da-hally L) - TLEKE 5 & IMG_§149.HEIC 124 MB

= raad-shead jog 1,67 MB —_ = IMC_6153 2 py 3,04 MB

* lep-vigrraerl-dreme-shol-braviiful-beach_8087-.. 1MEKE = IMG 8753 dpa 53 me

Copy to other
* (wo-pesce-lsced jng 137 KE Chooss Folkksr... = La_seen_pavone_shutlerstoek.0.0.pg 5,51 MB
| Wd KB

B Keep source folder after marging. Rosd more.

Los-Angeles-skyline- 10243576 pg

5. Confirm the action by clicking the Merge button.

@0 ® {Buck

Merge prosess completed successfully

v

Congratulations!

Merge process completed successiully
16 items were copied

Show Details

25
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Option 3 - Merge multiple folders

If you want to merge multiple scanned folders, follow these steps:
1. Launch the application.
2. Add folders to scan and click Find Duplicates.
3. Click Merge multiple folders in the left panel.

e0e [0 ¢Back All duplicates

B Al duplicates ~ 276 M8 ) Hama

B Ouplicae foldars

B 01_02_01_mi_famiia mp3 2 7,38 MB
G Similar photos 10568
43 Similar audio 80,6 MB = 1h3G604705c90ddE5fadeBEE6083F . 2 AT MB
€ similar talders 111 ME

5 G70BACHG-CAS4-4HAZ-BHAF-EB334.. 2 4.83MB

JE— [}— Merge multiple foldors ]

—..| balos-beach_chania_crete_greece.jpg & 736 KB
B3 Select duplicates in falders

5 hezach swimming jpg 2 AZEKB

== bezach-sky.|pg 3 | 40T KB

e Duplicates fo
== beach-sun.jpg 3 395KB
= coffesjpg 2 246 MB

nekthny

4. Select source folders in the left panel. To do this, check the box for each folder you
want to merge.

eu® < Back Merge Multiple Folders

Source toldors Dastination folder
teres wil Be copisd bom the sekcted folders el will b2

« BMG_B14E HEID

e

s« IMG_B1532,)0g

< MG_5153.pg

= Adabs

B 5wy abumzos

B Keep source folder after merging. Read more. Cancel | Review to Merge

5. Select a destination folder in the right panel.
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6. Click the Review to Merge button.
7. Review folders and confirm.

Note: The application copies non-duplicate files and duplicates with different names
from a source folder to a destination folder during merging. If duplicates have the same
name in both the source and destination folders, they are not copied. If files with the
same name are not duplicates, all files are kept in the destination folder, and the files
from the source folder are renamed by adding a numerical suffix.

With Duplicate File Finder, you can compare two specific folders and find which duplicate
files they have. Here’s how to compare two folders on Mac for duplicate content:

1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.

2. Click Compare folders in the sidebar.

3. Drag and drop two folders to the appropriate sections in the app’s window.

4. Click Compare Folder.

® Duplicate File Finder
0y Find duplicates
Compare folders

Gal Find duplicate plctures

Find duplicate music

Compare Folders
nektnny
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5. In a moment, you will see the results showing the duplicate files both folders have
and unique files. The duplicate items are marked with an equal sign and grouped
in the list named Duplicates.

@ © <{Bak Compare folders

: D MNektony docs/Dup folders/Folder 1 12 MB : D riitsMNektony docs/Dupli folders{Folder 2 46,3 MB
Duplicates 13 Duplicates for 12 MB | -+ Duplicates 14 Duplicates for 13,8 MB
= IMG_8153 jpg 13.06.2023 253MB = = IMG_6153.jpg 13.06.2023 253MB
& LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock.0.0 jpg 28.00.2017 551MB = * Lh_sean_pavane_shutterstock 0.0 oy 28.09.2017 5,51 M8
% Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576.jog 28.08.2017 1B KB = = Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576.jpg 28.09.2017 184 KB
= Mykonos-Harbour-View.jpg 28.09.2017 1M5KB = E = Mykonos-Harbour-View.jpg 28.00.2017 116 KB
= Mykenos-Harbour-View copy jpg 28.09.2017 15KB = = Mykonos-Harbiour-View eopy fpg 28.09,2017 5 KB
= balos-beach_chania_crete_greece copy.pg 28.08.2017 1BAKR = # balos-beach_chania_crete_greece copy.ipg 28092017 184 KB
» balos-beach_chania_crete_greecs.jpg 28.08.2017 184KB = E * balos-beach_chania_crete_greece jpg 28.09.2017 184 KB
= pcean-palm-tree. jpg 08.04.2020 125 MB = = ocean-palm-tree jpa 09.04.2020 126 MB
5 p a-de-holl d-boulevard . 28.08.2017 735KB = [ = p de-holtywood | seanpavo.. 28.00.2017 73.5KB
g lewvard - 28082077 73548 = I & panoram de- ¥ boul I - 28082007 735 KB
< road-ahead.jpg 13.05.2022 18T MB = = road.jpg 13.05,2022 1,87 MB
= « road-ahead.jpg 13.06.2022 1,87 MB
= top-view-aerial-drone-shot-beautiful-beach_B... 00.04,2020 NEKE = i % top-view-aerial-drone-shot-beautiful-beach_8... 09042020 116 KB
= two-paaca-faced.pg D5.12.2023 127KB = = two-peace-taced.jpg 05.12.2023 127 KB
Unigue Na items Unigue 18 Nems for 32,4 MB
* IMG_B14B.HEIC 12.10.2019 1,24 MB

Folders are not eqgual, different items: 32,4 MB, duplicates: 25,9 MB Merge Folders

6. If you want to delete duplicates from one of these folders, simply select those
duplicate files and click Review to Remove. Then confirm the deletion.

® & {Back Compare folders
: Documents/Nektony docs/Duplicate folders/Folder 1 12MB : Documents/Nektony docs/Duplicate foldersfFelder 2 46,3 MB
L a Dupl i ] 13 Duplicates for 12 ME Duplicates 14 Duplicates for 13,8 MB
= IMG_6153.ipg 13.06.2023 253MB = | = IMG_8153./pg 13.06.2023 2,53 MB
B = LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock.0.0.Jpg 28.00.2017 5B1MB | = | % LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock.0.0.jpg 28.00.2017 5,61 MB
B ¢ Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576.jog 28.08.2017 184 KB | = « Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576.jpg 28.08.2017 184 KB
u = Mykonos-Harbour-View.jpa 28.09.2017 1MEKE = | = Mykonos-Harbour-View.ipg 28.09.2017 N5 KB
n = Mykonos-Harbour-View copy.jpg 28.09.2017 NEKE =| |_ < Mykonos-Harbour-View copy.jpg 28.09.20M7 s KB
B - balos-beach_chania_creta_greece copy.jpg 28.09.2017 1BAKE = = balos-beach_chania_crete_greece copy.jpg 28.08.2017 18,4 KB
= balos-beach_chania_crete_greece.jpg 28.09.2017 Bake = | = balos-beach_chania_crete_greece.jpg 28.09.2017 184 KB
= pcean-palm-trae jpg 09.04.2020 1.236MB = | = ocean-palm-tree jpg 08.04.2020 1,26 MB
u # panoramics-de-hollywood-boulevard-seanpave...  28.00.2017 73,6KB = = p: ica-de-hally d-baut d pavo... 28.08.2017 73,6KB
n = panari bl d-boulavari In] - 28092017 735KB = | = panoramica-de-hollywood-boulevard-seanpave,.. 28.00.2017 73,5KB
B - road-ahead.ipg 13.05.2022 1ETMB = | = road.jpg 13.05.2022 1,87 MB
= | = ropad-ghead jpg 13.05,2022 1,87 MB
B - top-view-aerial-drone-shot-beautiful-beach_8.. 09.04,2020 TMEKBE = = top-view-aerial-drone-shot-beautiful-beach_8.., 08.04.2020 16 KB
a = two-peaco-faced.jpg 05.12.2023 1278 =| | = two-poace-faced.pg 05.12.2023 127 KB
Unique No items Unique 18 Items for 32,4 MB
= IMG_B14B.HEIC 1216,2018 1,24 MB
* Folders are not equal, different items: 32,4 MB, duplicates: 25,9 MB Merge Folders

7. You can also merge the content of these two folders. For this, click the Merge
Folders button at the bottom.



8. Choose the merge option selecting to which folder you want to move files.
9. Click Review to Merge and confirm the action.

® 9 {Bak Merge folders

Source folder Destination tolder
ftems will be copied fram the selected foidars Choose merge aption ltema will be copied to the selectad falder
B Folder 1 1n.9Me B Folder2 Estimatad Size: 49.2 MB
&2 Do » Ne » Duplicate folders » Folder 1 14 Jun 2023 ' Do » N » B+ Folder 2 Current Size; 33 MB
4 IME_6155.jpg 2.53 MB = IMD_&153.pg 2.53 MB
. Copry to:
= LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock.0.0.jpg 551 MB Folder 2 = LA_sean_pavone_shutterstock.0.0.jpg 551 MB
= Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x5786./pg 184 KB \ J = Mykonos-Harbour-View copy.jpg 115 KB
= Mykenos-Harbour-View copy.jpg 115 KB = balos-beach_chania_crete_greece copy.jpg 18.4 KB
= Mykonos-Harbour-view.jpg NS KB = panoramec 1y boulevard 735 KB
* balos-beach_chanla_crete_greece copy.ipg 18.4 KB * road-ahesd-1XTNIl-r'WFw.jpg 1.87 MB
* halas-beach_chanla_crete_greece jpg 184 KB Copy to: " top. -l L ful-beach_B.. 116 KB
Foider 1
ncean-palm-tres jpo 125 MB « IMG_G148.HEIC 1.24 MB
ica-de-holl d pav.. 735KB & IMG_8153 Zjpg 3.04 MB
rd-seanpav.. 735KB = IMG_8153.jpg 3.04 MB
% rood-shead-IXENI-rWFwipg 1,87 MB & Los-Angeles-skyline-1024x576.jpa 184 KB
4 top-view-asrial-drons-shat-beautiful-beach_80.. 116 KB Copy to othes “ Monosnap screencast 2023-05-2316-33.22.., 672 MB
Choosae folder... .
= Mykonos-Harbour-View.jpg N5 KB
B Keep source foider alter merging. Read more about Merge options Rescan Review to Merge

Compare files

Duplicate File Finder accurately compares the files and detects whether they are
duplicates or not. If you are not sure about the results or just want to compare two
specific files to see whether they are duplicates or not, you can use the Compare files
feature.

Here’s how to compare two files on Mac:
1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.
2. Click Compare Files in the sidebar.
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B3 Find duplicates

& Find duplicate pictures

J Find duplicate music

| 2+ Merge folders l
——

& 1
” #8 Compare folders

—_— E Compare files >

Duplicate File Finder

Compare files

Gompare filea to check i they are identical

-

IPEG

beach-418742_1220.jpg

ndminDocumantsMoktany docs/
Duplicats folders

| Choose ather file

i

=

IPEG

beach-G514331_1280.jpg

admnDiacumantsfiekiany docs
Duplicate foldars

Chgose other file

3. In the next window, you will see whether these files are different or duplicates. In
the example, you can see that the two files have different sizes, which means that

they are different.

e o <o

beach-418742_1280.30g

Show Difference

Compare files

Path [Ussrefadmin/DacumentsiMsictony docs/Duplicats fofders Path
Sizs ATE BOS byten |4 77 KRY Size
Modification Date 25 Novernber 2023 16:27:47 Modification Dats

Files are different

beach-6514331_1280 jpg

fUsersfadmin/Bacumeants/M aktony doceDuphicate folders

A37 BRI bytas (433KE)

25 Nowember 2023 16:27:21
S

Start Over
it
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Restore Removed Files

By default, the application moves all these files to the Trash when you remove duplicates
with the application. If you accidentally removed some files and would like to restore
them, follow the steps below.

1. Go to the Menu Bar = Duplicate = select Restore Removed Duplicates or use the
Command+Y shortcut. Also, you can just click the Show Removal History button in the
removal window.

@& Duplicate File Finder Pro  Scan  Edit View Select  Folder Window  Help

Reveal in Finder S8 0
Get Info # 1
Open &0
Remove Group from List # -
Add Group to Skip List 3# .
Add Files to Skip List o .
Restore Removed Duplicates ®HY
Review & Remove #E
Quick Remove S¥a

2. Select the files you want to restore using the checkboxes for files and groups of files.
Then click the Restore button.

o lems remady oc TF Duniicats Frin Findar
i bve reniored from the Trash,

Removal History 7
“ S0t By Homaval Oate ~
* B Ramoved at 13:60:22

OocumentsiNaktony docs/Dup sFoider 1o ceanspalmstres jpg Rostored 126 M8

DocumentsMe ktony docsDuin-cheong-ppivm3G-imMjpa  Nol Restarable 123 MB

v shocs/Dup -od-boulevard oreeE Rastored 73.5%8

B ocumentsNekiany dooDup...-lighthouss-6011477.1260.jpg & 17 prne
[~} s y docsDup .. |mick-haup les 396 MB

=] Y doos/Du.. cate Tiwhale jpg Mot Restarable 358ER
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Note, that to be able to restore the duplicates, the option Log Removed Duplicates has to
be enabled. You can check it in the Settings = Remove tab. Tick the checkbox always to
save your duplicates’ removal history.

Also, note that if the duplicates are deleted from the Trash, you will not be able to restore
them. It is only possible to restore files in the Trash folder or have duplicates in other
folders. You can see next to each file name whether it is Restored, Restorable, or Not
Restorable.

In case you want to clear the removal history, right-click on any item in the left panel and
choose Clear All History in the context menu.

Removal sessions Q
14 Jun 2023 1 file )
m Restore All Files

29 May 2023 Restore All Files to Folder...

26 May 2023 Clear History for This Date

Clear All History '

_

How to find the original files of the previously removed duplicates

Usually, we have a lot of duplicates in different folders. That is why it can be challenging
to remember where the original file is located. Fortunately, the Duplicate File Finder
application can show you the original data of the previously deleted duplicate.

To manage this, you need to open the Duplicate File Finder’s removal history. You will
see the list of all deleted files grouped by the date of removal. Select the necessary file in
your list and click on the icon called “Show Original file in Finder”.
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z - o The nidtary of ftems removed by Dupilcats File Findes
]
Removal Histary = and which can ba restarad fram the Trash,

=4 Sort by Removad Date

i d at 17:28:08 \
Downloads/Meat the New MacCleaner Prot|1080m).mpa () 102 M8

DownloadsMacCleaner Prois...for your Mac!(10800) copy.mpd Restared 592 MB

DownloadsMacCleaner Pro 1s...ution for your Mac!{1080p).mpd Restored 5.92MB

This option will open the Finder window with the path to where the original file was
stored.

Settings

Duplicate File Finder can be finely tuned for a quicker and more efficient duplicate
search process by adjusting its settings or by using its helpful options.

To open Settings, use the Command(Cmd) + Comma sign (,) key shortcut or go to the
Menu bar = select Duplicate File Finder = click Settings.

Here you will find seven tabs:

Scan

Skip list
Auto Select
Remove
Merge



e Advanced
e Disk Access

Let’s take a closer look at each section of the settings.
Scan Tab

In the Scan tab, you can choose what you want to find:
- Find duplicate folders - the folders that contain duplicate content.
- Find similar folders - the folders that contain both duplicate content and unique files.

- Find similar audio files - the audio files that contain the same audio track, however, they

are not 100% identical.

- Find similar photos - the photos that look very close or almost identical.

- Full-scale scan for similar photos - find similar photos of different sizes. The Full-scale
duplicate scan option means that the application will perform an extra check when
comparing duplicate files.

- Find hidden duplicate files and folders - scan hidden content to find duplicates.

- Verify audio files in the Music app - ensures proper removal of audio files from the Music

app.

- Minimum file size - control which files are included in the scan based on their size. This

helps speed up the scanning process and avoids detecting unnecessary small files.

- Save results - when enabled, the app automatically saves the results of your last scan and

restores them when you launch the app again.

'Y N Settings
) f > 2, =
[T ) -
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Folders: Find duplicate folders
Find folders that are 100% identical,
Find similar folders

Partially matching folders. Find folders that contain both duplicate and unigue files,
Scanning may take longer.

Similar media: Find similar audio files
Audio files with the same tracks but not 100% identical, Scanning may take longer,

B Find similar photos
Photos that look very similar or nearly identical. Scanning may take longer

Full-scale scan for similar photos

Find simifar photos even if they differ in resolution or dimansions.

Music: Verify audio files in Music app

Ensures proper removal of audio files from the Music app.
Minimum file size: Skip files smaller than 1 MB «~

Saveresults: || Save and restore scan results

Keeps duplicate results between sessions. Automatically restores them on launch.
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Skip List Tab

In this section, you can select the folders and files to be skipped from the scan. In the
sidebar, switch to one of the sections you want to ignore:

- Folders

- Folder names
- Files

- File names

- Extensions

Click the Plus button to add items or use the Minus button to remove items from the Skip
list.

o0 ® Settings
[ |
s = 1 > Ty &
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access
Items that will be skipped during duplicate search
Add items to exclude from scanning.
[ Folders [System
[® Folder names [Library
= Files Library
File names Documents/ViberDownloads
{3 File extentions Downloads|Telegram Desktop
+

Auto Select Tab
The Auto Select feature in Duplicate File Finder provides a powerful way to automatically
select duplicate files for removal based on a set of customizable rules.

This saves you significant time by eliminating the need to manually review and select
every single file.



The Auto Select settings are organized into three main tabs:

Always Select: This tab lets you specify folders in which all duplicate files are
automatically selected when using the Auto Select button.

e b~
oo @ Settings
[ P | Y
O ° W )'. ﬂﬂ -
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remave Merge Advanced Disk Access
Always Select Never Select Deep Select Rules
v Always select duplicates from folders for removal ®

Downloads

The priority is assigned to rules from top to bottom.

Never Select: Use this tab to define folders where duplicates are protected from being
automatically selected for deletion.

[ XN ] Settings
. .
i [=] L] bad L -
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access
Always Select Deep Select Rules

- [_] Never select duplicates from folders for removal Select everything outside @
ﬂ Never select in Photos library Projects Select everything outside v
:_ Mever select im Photos library Albums Select everything outside -

The priority is assigned to rules from top to bottom.




Deep Select Rules: This tab offers a more advanced, granular level of control over the
automatic selection process. This is ideal for users who need precise control over how

duplicates are handled.

o e

Scan Skip List Auto Select

Always Select

» ﬂ Extra rules for similar photos

» @ Extra rules for similar audio files

> Select with suffixes contained in the name

e

ﬂ Select with prefixes contained in the name
Select in Photos Library
Select in Music Library
Select by full path
Select by name
Select by parent folder
B select by full path length

Select by name length

Settings

i

Remove

Never Select

The priority is assigned to rules from top to bottom.

> oy a

Merge Advanced Disk Access

Deep Select Rules

30 suffixes specified @

9 prefixes specified ()

Select duplicates outside Photos Library H:

Select duplicates outside Music Library

Select alphabetically v

Select alphabetically ¢

Select alphabetically o

Select shorter path e

<

Select shorter name

Read more: How to set Auto Select rules in Duplicate File Finder.

Remove Tab

By default, when you remove files with Duplicate File Finder, they are sent to the Trash.

Here you can change this and make the application remove your files permanently

without moving them to the Trash.

Generally, you can select one of the removal methods:

e Move to Trash

e Delete without moving to Trash
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e Move to folder

[ N ] Settings
o 2 a _ ] =3

Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove - Advanced Disk Access

Removal method: @) Move to Trash
Selecied files and folders will be moved to Trash.

() Delete without moving to Trash
Selected files and folders will be deleted permanently.

() Move to folder
Selected files and folders will be moved to the specified folder.

| B ﬁ"f:.’;': o Foldur...

Removal settings: [ Allow removing the last item in a duplicate or similar group
Remaoves the final file in s duplicate group — including the ariginal.
Use with caution.

B Remove empty folders
Remove folders that become empty after duplicate cleanup.
B Log removed duplicates
Save a history of removed duplicates. View via menu:
“Duplicate -> Restore Removed Duphcates.”

B Show the confirmation window after st

If you select the third option, you will be asked to choose the folder from Finder.

Choose a folder to move duplicates to
Selected duplicates will be moved to the selected folder instead
of removal.

Files will be displayed by removal session including the folder

system where files were moved to.

e (N
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When you remove copies of files, some folders may become empty. If you want to

remove the empty folders automatically, enable the option Remove empty folders.

' e®® Settings

) e i > Sy a
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Removal method: ) Move to Trash
Selected files and folders will be moved to Trash.

() Delete without moving to Trash
Selected files and folders will be deleted permanently.

() Move to folder
Selected files and folders will be moved to the specified folder.

Removal settings: Allow removing the last item in a duplicate or similar group
Remaves the final file in a duplicate group — including the original.
Use with caution.

—_— Remove empty folders
Remove folders that become empty after duplicate cleanup.

Log removed duplicates
Save a history of removed duplicates. View via menu:
"Duplicate -> Restore Removed Duplicates.”

£ show the confirmation window after successful removal

\—/

Merge Tab

Besides finding and deleting duplicates, the application allows you to merge the scanned
folders. In the Merge tab of Settings, you can decide whether to keep or not keep source
folders after merging the content.

Also, you can set the Finder color tag to merged files.

( e @ Settings
) & i > Dy =
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Merge options: [ | Keep source folders after merging
Copies files to the destination folder without removing source folders.
The source folders will remain intact after merging.

Tag merged files: | None ﬂ

Apply a color tag to merged files in the destination folder.




Advanced Tab

In the Advanced tab of Settings, you can enable or disable the following messages and
options:
e Set default scan folder
Show the Overview tab after scanning
Show confirmation window when using the Auto Select option
Remind to clean up duplicates regularly
Choose scan mode
Choose whether to scan hidden files and folders
Choose the display date option
Change light/dark mode

Y N ] Settings
O & i} > ™ =
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Default folder: Set default scan folder
This folder will be selected by default when the app starts,

= admin Choose Folder...

Display options: | | Show the Overview tab after scanning
B show the confirmation message when using Auto Select

Remind to clean up duplicates regularly

Analytics: @ Enable analytics
Anonymous usage data is collected in accordance with our Privacy Policy,

Scan mode: Full-scale duplicate scan
Includes additional file checks. May reduce scan speed.

Hidden items: @ Find hidden duplicate files and folders
Sean hidden folders to find duplicates

Display date: File creation date

Appearance: Light

Reset Application Settings

Disk Access

In the Disk Access tab of Preferences, you can check whether you granted Full Disk
Access to Duplicate File Finder or not. The application requires Full Disk Access to be
able to remove selected duplicate files. If you haven’t done that, you will see the “Open
Preferences to Grant Access” button. Click this button, and you will see the Security &
Privacy section of System Settings where you can grant Full Disk Access.
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i > ™ a

Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Grant Full Disk Access to find more files to
clean up Mac

'E;“"‘ 1. Open System Settings = Privacy & Security =
; aislity B e i Full Disk Access,
gz:’:;':: o b 2. Add the Duplicate File Finder application using
) vy A sty [ R a plus sign.
(B Deskioe & bock o w 3. Switch on the toggle button for
A Disslavs i Duplicate File Finder

_4..:;. Read detailed instruction

[ - Tr—

Open System Settings

Note

If you downloaded Duplicate File Finder from our website, in its Settings window — Advance tab you can
see the option “Enable Analytics.” When marking this checkbox, no sensitive data is collected, and no
identity information is shared with Nektony and any third party. Your privacy is important to us and we collect
only the following information to improve the user experience:

e fype of OS of the user’s device (subject to receipt of the separate user’s consent);

the user’s device identifier;

the user’s license check for administration purposes;

the information about crash logs and other issues;

the periods in which the user uses Duplicate File Finder;

the events within Duplicate File Finder recorded with analytics;

start date of the trial version of Duplicate File Finder, the user’s evaluation of the trial version of the
app, and how the user’s way of the Duplicate File Finder use.

Duplicate File Finder supports light, dark, and auto modes. This means that you can
choose the dark theme for the app or select the Auto mode, and the application will
apply the system settings and change the color depending on your preferences.



e >

Merge

Default folde

B admin

Display o Show the Overview tab after scanning
Show the confirmation message when using Auto Sele

Remind to clean up duplicates regularly

Enable analytics

Hidden items:

File creation date

Dark

70,2 MB

g

&/

Advanced

Choose Folder.

T Review to Remove

42
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Disk Access
The Disk Access tab allows you to check and grant Full Disk Access to Duplicate File
Finder. This is a crucial step because the application requires this permission to
successfully scan all folders on your Mac and to remove the duplicate files you select.

If you have not yet granted this permission, you will see an "Open System Settings"
button. Simply click this button to be directed to the Privacy & Security section of your
System Settings. From there, you can easily grant Full Disk Access to the application.
If you have already enabled Full Disk Access, you will see such a window.

[ N Settings
r
K e i > By =
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Grant Full Disk Access 7

Allow scanning of all folders on your Mac to detect more
duplicates.

1. Click the button below or open
System Settings » Privacy & Security » Full Disk Access

Open System Settings

2. Add the app to the Full Disk Access list

Drag the icon into the Full Disk Access list in System Settings

If you have already enabled Full Disk Access, you will see such a window.

f one Settings

(]
X @ 9 i >» By -
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Full Disk Access enabled for Duplicate File Finder
Duplicate File Finder uses access to your data to fully analyze your disk
and clean up unnecessary duplicates,

Read detailed instruction




There are a lot of quick navigational shortcuts in the app that make your duplicate
cleanup process even faster and easier.

General Navigation

Cmd+¥(1)

Enter

Space

Opt+¥(t)

Cmd+F

Esc

Cmd+N

Cmd+Opt+O

Cmd+R

navigate through duplicate groups

select the checkbox

Quick Look preview of the selected file (press arrow down or
up to switch to the next file preview).

select the last (first) item in the current list.

search in the search field

reset search results

new scan

open the Finder window to select the folders for scanning

rescan the current folder
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Cmd+O switch to Overview tab

Cmd+1 switch to Duplicate Files tab
Cmd+2 switch to Pictures section
Cmd+3 switch to Movies section
Cmd+4 switch to Music section
Cmd+5 switch to Documents section
Cmd+6 switch to Archives section
Cmd+7 switch to Others Files section

Cmd+8 switch to Duplicate Folders tab

Cmd+9 switch to Similar Folders tab

Cmd+P switch to Similar Media tab

Cmd+Opt+2 Switch to the Similar Photos section

Cmd+Opt+4  Switch to the Similar Audio section



Cmd+Opt+S switch to Select Duplicates in Folder tab

Cmd+Opt+M  switch to Merge Folders tab

Cmd++¢ switch to upper file group

Similar Media tab

show the next or previous similar file of the list in the left

>(«) : . .
section of preview window
show the next or previous similar file of the list in the right
Opt+=(«) . . .
section of preview window
Enter select or deselect the similar file in the right section of
preview window
select or deselect the similar file in the left section of
Opt+Enter ] )
preview window
. keep the file from the left section and select all other similar
Shift(M)+Enter

files for removal

Opt+Shift(M+E  keep the file from the right section and select all other
nter similar files for removal

Space open the file from the left section of preview window
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Opt+Space open the file from the right section of preview window

Double click

. open the picture or audio file
on the picture

Selecting the files

select (deselect) file or folder

1...9 select items for removal by a number
++1...9 select all items except one with a number
Cmd+A select all duplicates
Cmd+E select newest duplicates
Cmd+L select oldest duplicates
Cmd+K select any duplicates
Cmd+D deselect all duplicates

Cmd+A+¢ select the duplicates in active group



Cmd+E++ select newest duplicates in active group
Cmd+L+1 select oldest copies for removal in active group
Cmd+K+1 select any copies in active group
Cmd+D+4+ deselect duplicates in active group

Cmd+S show a list of selected duplicates

Cmd+T select the smallest similar media files

Cmd+Shift+T select the smallest similar media files in active group

Optt+Enter select similar photo in the green frame

select a marked group* in the Duplicates Files, Duplicate
Folders and Similar Media tabs

Cmd+Enter

select a marked item of the group of duplicate files in the

Enter
right section or select a similar photo in the blue frame

*This shortcut works only when the option to remove all duplicate copies is enabled.

Other Shortcuts

Cmd+O+1¢ reveal the file in the Finder
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Cmd+l

Cmd+O

Space

¥ Oor ¢t

Cmd+,

Cmd+Y

Cmd+W

Cmd+M

Cmd+F+

Cmd+/

show file information

open the file

preview the file

preview the next file from the list

open Preferences window

open Removal History window

close Preferences window

minimize the application window

enter the fullscreen mode

show the context hints

49
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The algorithm for searching for duplicates

Before checking files for identity by their data, the algorithm for finding duplicate files
uses the main characteristic — sizes of the files. This means that if two or more files have
the same size, they are then compared by their data. The filename is not taken into
account. Users often rename files, so identifying duplicates by name is not reliable.
Furthermore, different files might often have the same name.

For example, If there are two identical files with img.png and myphoto.PNG, they will be
displayed as duplicates. However, if two files differ from each other in size — even by one
byte — they will not be displayed in the application.

img.png myphoto.PNG

With the app, you can find duplicate files in several folders or even hard disks per single
session.

Specify a folder for duplicate removal

Imagine you have two folders with many duplicate files. You want to choose from which
specific place to remove the duplicates and where to leave them untouched. In other
words, you need to remove them from one folder but keep them intact in another. It may
be inconvenient to go through each file and flag it manually. That’s why Duplicate File
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Finder provides you with the possibility of skipping this operation and making duplicate
removal super fast and easy. There are two scenarios for this task:

Compare folders for duplicates with the Auto Select button

1. Launch Duplicate File Finder.

2. Open the app’s Settings and switch to the “Auto Select” tab.

3. Add folders from which you want to remove duplicates to the “Always Select in
specified folders” list.

. 0@ Settings

o e i > By )

Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Always Select Never Select Deep Select Rules

: Always select duplicates from folders for removal

@

Downloads

The priority is assigned to rules from top to bottom.

4. Add folders in which you want to keep files to the “Never Select” list.
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'Y Settings
& @ i} » o =
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Always Select Newver Select Deep Select Rules
"_: Newver select duplicates from folders for removal Select everything outside = @
ﬂ Never select in Photos library Projects Select everything outside v
| Never select in Photas library Albums Select everything outside -

The priority is assigned to rules from top to bottom.

5. When the scan is finished, click the Auto Select button. You will see the selected
duplicate files in specified folders. Review the selected files and click Review to Remove.

® 5 ® ¢Badk o] Find duplicates l
Duglicates a Tote) Sika v 2 duplicates for 1,56 MB [ Autosetect ]
B andupiicates 211 ME » Auto Select "
From 1 ME to 10 MB Selact Nawest :
. Dupﬁﬂlc M‘El’ﬁ ng MB - neEacn-oS 144571480 )pg a 1.74 MY ahu Cldest KL
- Dasaloct All
Sirmilar Madia
= IMG_2308.HEC z 16MB Auto Select |n Greup GRA
G Similar photes 168 MB Salect Newest in Group s
7 siar i — Selact Didast in Group wL
@  Racoonsummer [SVGo. (2 15aMB Deselect All in Group VS
Magile Taoks Buto Sslect Rules X
) - —_
& similar fotders 447 MB €@ Racoongigeling (5¥Go., 3 153 MB
¥ Marge multipls falders
—_— 5 IMG_8307.HEIC 121 155 M8 =
B3 select diuplicates in foldars : | ek IMG_9307.MEIC 775 K8
* ﬂ Pictures » IMG_9307 HEIC 12 May 2023 at 21:00:01
= IMG_DA0S heic 2 136MB
B8 _ iucoovHEC m 775 KB
m Pictures » Photos Libtary. photostibrary » IMG_3307HEIC 12 May 2023 at 21:00:01
%= advanced settings.ong 2 135 MB
Selected duplicate file
3 according to Auto Sefect rules
5 zakynthos-1683127.928. 4 134MB
|
|
KB File = i = i
— | 774:7 G |- Shetna [ Review to Remove
nektony A =




Compare folders for duplicates with the Context Menu
1. Choose the folders you want to scan and click Find duplicates.

2. After the scan has been completed, you can preview the duplicates of all the file
types. When you click on each file, you can see which folders contain them.

ese® [MJ ¢Bak

B anduplicates ~ 162 6B
@ ouplicate folders 133 ME
” ilar Media

& Similar photos 13268
J3 Simitar sudio 906 MB

Magie Toals

& Simitar foldars 310 MB
P Merge multiple folders

B2 sel=ct duplicates in folders

nekttny

From 1 ME ta 10 MB

IMG_BT17.4P0

End of Time Lyrics - Beyon..

IMG_BT708.JPG

Red Dot favard - Press Rel,,

IMG_E718 JFG

IMG_G710.JFG

IMG_29810: heic

TRITINADEI-RARA-ACRA-

Find duplicates

Total $izn v 2 duplicates for 7,11 MB ‘Auto Select v

2 717 MB
2 712 ME
X TNME
2 ME
2| GOSME
4 o IMG_E708.JPG 355MB
T b IPnons photas 5 MG_BT08.IRG 3 Oet 2020 31 17:24:75
2 6.97 MB
IMG_G708.JPG 355MB
Plc » Phatos Liorary. » IMG_G708.0PG 3 Oct 2020 at 17:23:25
GBI ME
672 MB
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3. Right-click on the file from the path representation and call the context menu. Use the
“Select All Copies in ...” command for the specified file.

ese M <Buck

B s duplicates 162 68

i Duplicate foldars 133 M8
& Simifar phatos 13208
J5 similar audio B06ME
@ similar folders 310 M

= Merpe multiple faliers

B setect duplicates In folders

From 1 ME to 10 MB

8

AG_B7T7.JPG

End of Tima Lyrics - Beyan,

IAG_GT08 PG

Rod Dot Award - Press Rel.

BAG_6718. PG

AG_6710.JPG

WAG_SE10.helc

RFTINANARY-RIRA-ACRA-

Find duplicates

TITMB
2 TiZMB
2| ZNwmae
o1 MB
3 AR Revaal in Findar
y  IMG_B708.JPG Got Infa
Pic « iPhans photos © + Iy, ORen
2 BO7MB
Select for Removal
e prve e o

- PIC » Phatos Lineary. | « IN
Deselect All Coples in this Pheios Libeary
Kaep All Coplas in this Photos Librasy

7 BIZME Select Duplicatas in Folder...

Add this Phote to Skip List
Add this Photos Library 1o Always Select List
Add this Photes Library to Never Select List

Open With >
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*Please note that this command does not select duplicate files recursively in the
subfolders. So if you have some subfolders, you should repeat the command for them.

Full disk access

Duplicate File Finder is a software tool that optimizes and cleans up your Mac from
unneeded duplicate files, folders, and similar photos. All the duplicates you decide to
delete with this app will automatically go into the Trash.

Sometimes an important file may accidentally be deleted. Fortunately, you can easily
recover deleted files and folders with Duplicate File Finder. For this, the app has to have
Full Disk Access.

If you see a notification that the app doesn’t have Full Disk Access, your application
doesn’t have access to the Trash.

To provide Full Disk Access to Duplicate File Finder and let the app restore items from
your Trash, do the following:

1. Open the app’s Settings and go to the Full Disk Access tab.
2. Click Open System Settings to Grant Access.

o0 e Settings
K & i > By =
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remave Merge Advanced Disk Access

Grant Full Disk Access @

Allow scanning of all folders on your Mac to detect more
duplicates.

Disk Access .
1. Click the button below or open

System Settings » Privacy & Security » Full Disk Access

Open System Settings

2. Add the app to the Full Disk Access list

i g k.

@ Duplicate Flle Finder €

Drag the icon into the Full Disk Access list in System Settings
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Alternatively, you can go to the Full Disk Access section by following these steps:

Al

Finder.

B Netifications

m Sound

Focus
B Screen Time

ﬁg General
Appearance
Accessibility
Eg Control Centre
B siri & spotiight

& Privacy & Security

B peskion & Dock

u Displays

Open System Settings.

Go to the Privacy & Security section.

Click Full Disk Access.

Switch on the toggle button for Duplicate File Finder.

If you don’t see the app in this list, click the plus(+) icon and add Duplicate File

< Full Disk Access

Allow the applications below to access data like Mail, Messages, Safari,
Home, Time Machine backups and certain administrative settings for all
users on this Mac,

. MacCleaner Pro «©
3 App Cleaner & Uninstaller «©
n Disk Space Analyzer [ @]
o= Duplicate File Finder s
a Funter @«

Q Google Software Update
m Memory Cleaner
- sshd-keygen-wrapper

+

8. Now, you can easily restore all the removed items from the Trash.

Removal sessions:

14 Jun 2023 1file
49 May 2023 4files
26 May 2023 1Hile

Removal History 7

a

Sort by Removal Date ~

Removed at 13:50:22

Doc y docsfDu...cate folders/Folder whalejpg Mot Restorable 356 KB
Do y docs/Dup... |jmick-haupt kl.|pg G 17 e me
Dy y docs/Du,. heong-ppTVM3e-fmh.jpg Mot Restorable 1.23 MB
Doc y docs/Dup...od Jpo Restored 735 K8
Dy y docs/Dup. .~lighth BOT1477_1280,jpg 271KE

DocumentsMektony docs/Dup..siFolder Yfocean-palm-tree jpg Restored 1.25MB
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Compare 2 Macs for duplicates

Duplicate File Finder can help you even if you want to find duplicates between two Macs.
For this, follow the steps below:

1. Connect your two Macs using Apple File Sharing. For this, go to the System Settings
= General » Sharing.
2. Enable the File Sharing option.

- b
ece < Sharing
[Q@aaﬁah ] Screen Sharing B @
= & Off
D souna il «© O
File Sharin
b4 Screen Time ;
"9' - ) Printer Sharing @ JeY)
& Ofn
) Appearance Remese Login e o
(@ Accessivilty
[Z] control center mﬂte hema (» @
© siri & spotiight
o mote Apple Events ®
() Privacy & secuity v v
(& Desktop & Dock Internet Sharing ® ey
& Off
€3 pisplays
Wallpaper Content Caching (»'D
E B Off
Screen Saver

.I! . I I |. Il . - i

3. You use the afp connection to have a more stable connection with the smb. For this,
click the Options button to set it up there.

Share files and folders using SMB
Mumber of users connected: 0

Windows File Sharing:

Sharing files with some Windows computers requires storing
the user’s account password on this computer in a less secure
manner. When you enzhle Windows sharing for a user account,
you must enter the passwaord for that account,

On Account

Admin
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4. After this, you will be able to select the whole disk or some folders from another Mac
you want to compare.

B8 % =M =% 8| g o- q Seash
Google Drive B Appilestions " o
25 iCHoue Dl | B Desiwp __________+]
" - [ Documents 3
[ Documents 1 Dowrikoads »
8 Applications Alex's MacBook Pro = :“'f“ ’
v B usic
! mn Connected as: !ﬂl. - b= il
E Mavies | Diseannect | B Piiblic ¥
) Downloads 1 ex =
[ Alex's Pubie Faldar »
3} alexeyuser 1 AleUser's Pussc Folger >
J1 Music = Macintash HD 10-10 B
;. Macintosh HD¥ 10-11 »>
= i i@ Server HO L2
Devices
@) Remots Dlsc
B osx1043
£ osx 10
[ osxio-12
&) HHD-Disk
(=Y
[ osxio-a
O www
Shared

5. Now open the Duplicate File Finder application and add folders from the local Mac
and the connected one. Click to find duplicates. Please note, that if you select the
whole disk, the scanning process could be very long.

U_J Find duplicates

Find duplicates

Find and ramove duplicate files, dupficate folders, dupficate pictunes and music files
& Find duplicate pictures

J7 Find duplicate music

2+ Merge folders

“Em '

Add folders Lo scan ~

W Compare folders

Downloads

B compare files B 450 + 1§ Users > [ admin

Fing duplicates
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6. After the scan is complete, you can use the Select Duplicates in Folder option to

easily select duplicates on one of your Mac’s folders.

oo e [0 <Bak Find duplicates

Q Total Size Auto Seleet v

From 100 MB to 1 GB

B allduplicates ~ 162 CB

i Duplicate folders 133 MB

' DFFSiteB.20013.zip & 389 MB

& Similar photos 132 GB

Em  Duplicate File Finder wB-_.. 3 189 MB
J9 Simitaraudio 90,6 MB

Misgle Tocia 55 App Cleansr& Unmstalier.. 2 155 MB
& Simitar foldars 210 ME

From 10 ME to 100 MB
- Merae multiple folders

— [ﬂ Select duplicates in folders ) B4  Leccion 40 copy.dock 2| 385MB

IMG_6338 MOV 2 32BMB 1.62 GB

Duplicates tound

E Ruraway_Mustang.mp3 6 Z88MB

Salect duplicates group to remove unneeded files

ES  LA_sean_pavone_shutter.. & 275 MB

nekthny

Please note that you can remove duplicate files from both of your Mac computers.
However, when you remove duplicates from the Mac on which the Duplicate File Finder
application is launched, the files are moved to the Trash folder. If you need to, you can
restore them later from the Trash. However, if you remove files from the connected Mac
computer, by default, Apple removes them permanently without putting them into the
Trash. This is true for all network disks. Thus, before selecting and deleting duplicate
files, ensure you do not need to restore them.

Duplicates in the Music Library

Launching the Music app by Duplicate File Finder

Duplicate File Finder finds duplicate audio files in your Music library. If you usually keep
your music files in the Music app, please enable the option “Open the Music app to
synchronize detected duplicates in your Music library.” This will allow Duplicate File
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Finder to check whether these files are included in your Music Library and correctly
process the removal of the duplicates. For this, do the following:

1. Go to Duplicate File Finder’s Settings.
2. Switch to the Scan tab.
3. Mark the checkbox next to the “Verify audio files in the Music app” option.*

Note: This option works only in the site version of Duplicate File Finder.
If you are using macQOS 10.10-10.14, you will have to open iTunes.

X K | Settings
(]
= fr > By e
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Folders: Find duplicate folders

Find folders that are 100% identical,

Find similar folders
Partially matching folders. Find folders that contain both duplicate and unigue files.
Scanning may take longer.

Similar media: Find similar audio files
Audio files with the same tracks but not 100% identical. Scanning may take longer.
Find similar photos
Photos that look very similar or nearly identical. Scanning may take longer
Full-scale scan for similar photos

Find similar photos aven if they differ in resolution or dimensions.

Music: Verify audio files in Music app
Ensures proper removal of audio files from the Music app.
Minimum file size:  Skip files smaller than u 1 MB ~
Save results: Save and restore scan results

Keeps duplicate results between sessions. Automatically restores themn on launch.

Once you enable this option, Duplicate File Finder will check detected duplicates in your

Music Library. Before doing this, it will show you a confirmation window to open the
Music app.

Click Open Music to allow Duplicate File Finder to synchronize duplicates in Music
Library.

In this window, you also can enable the option to Automatically launch the Music app
when needed. For this, just mark the checkbox next to the appropriate option.
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' Open the Music app to check if the detected duplicate
) . audio files are included in your Music library

. Duplicate or similar audio files were found. These files could be
added to the Music library. To check this information and process
it correctly, you need to open the Music app.

e Automatically launch the Music app when needed

Don't Open Open Music

Learn more...

Grant access to the Music app

When Duplicate File Finder removes duplicates from the Music app, the Music library
should automatically be updated; however, in some cases, you might face an issue. This
can happen if you switch off access to the Music app for Duplicate File Finder.

You need to allow Duplicate File Finder to access the Music app to solve the issue.

Please follow the next steps to grant access and solve the issue:

1. Open System Settings » go to the Privacy & Security section.
2. Scroll down and find the Automation option.
3. Find Duplicate File Finder and enable the Music option for it.

ece < * Automation

Q Searcl Allow the applications below to control other applications. This will

g MUt GauUIS provide access to documents and data in those applications, and to
perform actions with them.

Sound

Focus > ¥ MacCleaner Pro

B Screen Time :
» a App Cleaner & Uninstaller

iz} General + %z Duplicate File Finder

@ Appearance
Accessibility

i3 Control Center
@ siri & Spotlight
D Privacy & Security

Desktop & Dock

a Displays

... Wallpaper

Music a
Photos [ @
Finder [ @)
> & Finder
> & Funter
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4. Once you have granted access, go to Duplicate File Finder and click Open Music.

. Open the Music app to check if the detected duplicate
0 . audio files are included in your Music library

. Duplicate or similar audio files were found. These files could be
added to the Music library. To check this information and process
it correctly, you need to open the Music app.

— Automatically launch the Music app when needed

Learn more... Don't Open m

Autoselecting in Music Library

Note: The Auto Select rule for Music Library works only in the site version of Duplicate
File Finder.

In the Duplicate File Finder Settings = Auto Select tab = Deep Select Rules, you can set
up to automatically select duplicates in Music Library when using the Auto Select button.
For this, just mark the checkbox for the “Select in Music Library” rule.

o®® Settings
[ ity | m 6 =y
i e bad -3 o=
Scan Skip List Auto Select Remove Merge Advanced Disk Access

Always Select Never Select Deep Select Rules

> Extra rules for similar photos

» @ Extra rules for similar audio files

» Select with suffixes contained in the name 30 suffixes specified @
> Select with prefixes contained in the name 9 prefixes specified &)
Select in Photos Library Select duplicates outside Photos Library -
— > @ selectin Music Library v Select duplicates outside Music Library
Select by full path Select duplicates inside Music Library ‘
: . T
Select by name Select alphabetically -
Select by parent folder Select alphabetically v
ﬂ Select by full path length Select shorter path to]
Select by name length Select shorter name -
- . —a —— n a - B— -

The priority is assigned to rules from top to bottom.



https://nektony.com/duplicate-finder-free/auto-select-rules#select-in-music-library-rule
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Note:

e This rule can be used only if the Duplicate File Finder has access to your Music
Library.

e Before scanning and removing duplicate music files, you need to open the Music
app. Also, you can enable the option to automatically launch Music by Duplicate
File Finder.

When you enable the “Select in Music Library” rule, you will see the following notification:

. Select in Music Library

a.. This rule can be applied if during scanning the Music app was opened,
and Duplicate File Finder got information about the files in the Music
library.

Do not show this message again

Thus, when using the Auto Select button for files in the Music Library, don’t forget to
open the Music app or allow Duplicate File Finder to do this for you automatically.

Upgrade to Pro

Duplicate File Finder is free to download from the App Store and allows you to find and
remove duplicate files. It also has a PRO mode that provides even more features and is
available with in-app Purchase. Let’s take a look at the added benefits.

Free mode

e Finds all duplicate files and folders
e Finds similar photos
e Deletes duplicate files


https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#grant_access_music
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#grant_access_music
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#music_library
https://nektony.com/help/duplicate-file-finder#music_library

Pro mode

Scans all types of drives
Compares two files
Compares two folders
Finds duplicates in hidden folders

Provides a Quick Look of duplicates

Searches quickly among duplicates by category type

Skips scanning certain folders, files, and files with specified extensions
Uses the Auto Select option
Quickly open duplicates in Finder

Includes all the features of free mode and even more:

Removes duplicate folders
Removes duplicates from Similar folders
Merges folders

Uses Select Duplicates in Folder option
Restores removed duplicates
Includes the option to remove duplicates to a specified folder instead of
moving to Trash

Regulates minimum and maximum file sizes for scanning
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Thus, if you want to do a deep cleanup, you should upgrade to Pro. Let’s learn how to

upgrade:

1. Click the green button from the top right corner of the app’s window.

eov® [ <Back

B~ dupiicates ~ 156GB

B Duplicate folders 133 MB
Tilar Metha

&3 Similar photos 345 MB

o4 Similar audio 908 MA

Magic Taols

& Simiar folders 457 MB

}D Merge multiple folders

B3 select duplicates in falders

= belos-beach_chai..,

= beach.jpg

S beach-418742_128..

& beach-851433112...

beach-sky.jpg

s beach-summer|pg

s  beach-sun.jpg

= bird-79673556_1280..

Find duplicates

Nama w

184 KB

638 KB

191 MB

173me

679 KB

478 KB

E27 KB

179 KB

beach.jpg

Documents

beach.jpg

Doco s Ne s D¢

s Al Unlock Full Versian

3 duplicates for 638 KB

s Folder @ » beach, jpg

beach swimming.jpa

Do s Ne

» DU s iy

po

» heach swimming

213 KB
26 May 2023 at 15:46:00

213 KB
26 May 2023 at 15:46:00

213 KB
Z6 May 2023 at 15:48:00
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2. You will see a pop-up window. Select the plan you need and click Buy Now.
3. Inthe window that appears, enter your Apple ID username and password, and
click Sign in.

That’s all. As soon as the in-app purchase is completed, the green button and lock icons
next to the features disappear. If no changes occur after purchasing, then reboot your
Mac = launch the app = click Unlock Full Version again = click Restore.

Uninstall Duplicate File Finder

Follow these steps to uninstall the app manually:

1. Quit Duplicate File Finder.

2. Go to the Applications folder » remove Duplicate File Finder to Trash.

3. In the Finder’s menu bar, click Go = Go to Folder » In the window that
appears, type “/Library, and press Enter.

4. Within the Library folder, find and remove Duplicate File Finder service files.
Note that depending on the version of the app you use, you will need to find
and remove different folders.

If you downloaded the Free version of the app from the App Store, find and remove the
following files:

e "/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicates-Finder
e "/Library/Containers/com.nektony.Duplicates-Finder

If you purchased the PRO version of the app on the App Store, find and remove these
files:

e "/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicates-Expert
e "/Library/Containers/com.nektony.Duplicates-Expert


https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duplicate-file-finder-remover/id1032755628?mt=12
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duplicate-file-finder-pro/id962263890?mt=12

65
If you downloaded the app from the site, find and remove these files:

e "/Library/Application Scripts/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SiI
e "/Library/Application Support/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-SiI
e "/Library/Caches/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-Sll
e "/Library/Preferences/com.nektony.Duplicate-File-Finder-Sll.plist

Once you removed all service files, empty your Trash bin to completely uninstall
Duplicate File Finder.

nektony

support@nektony.com

https://nektony.com



mailto:support@nektony.com
https://nektony.com/
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